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Sounds of the season emerged from the Music Room 
during the first semester as Mrs. Brhel and her band 
students prepared for their concert performance 
last month. With three bands and 70 students in the 
band program this year, the evening was filled with a 
variety of holiday music as well as a few non-holiday 
selections.

There are 24 students in the Beginning Band this year. 
They are past the hurdle of learning how to put their 
instruments together, producing a sound and learning 
how to play the first few notes. They were excited to be 
able to play “real songs” that they could recognize and 
were busily preparing for their first concert experience.

The Advanced Band has 46 students and has well 
balanced instrumentation, although it can always use 
more trombones! Students in the 5th grade worked hard 
to learn their band music, as it is a step up from the 
Beginning Band concert 
songs from the last year. 
All of the students were 
excited to be practicing 
“The Polar Express” for 
the concert.

The Jazz Band 
performed at the St. 
Michael Parish Festival 
last fall. The students 
were very excited to 
have the opportunity to 
perform for parishioners 
and did a fantastic job. 
They prepared six pieces 
and it was one of their 
best performances to 
date. Pianist Marisa 
Jurczyk returned to 
perform with the Jazz 
Band. The Jazz Band 

will also perform at the school’s Open House on 
Sunday, February 3 during Catholic Schools Week, 
and may also play at other functions throughout the 
year. The students were also busy getting their holiday 
pieces ready for the concert and featured pieces called 
“Kings of Swing,” “A Jazzy Merry Christmas” and “I 
Got Rhythm.”

At this time, most of the band students are 
participating in the MusicAlliance Practice-A-Thon,  a 
fundraiser in which the students get sponsors to give 
donations based on the amount of minutes students 
practice over a three week period. Students enjoy the 
competition, as well as the incentives!

The Spring Band Concert is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 16 at 6:30 pm.  If you get the chance, come 
out and hear the St. Michael bands. You will not be 
disappointed!

The St. Michael Bands Play On

Excellence in Music

Preschool, Jr. K, and Kindergarten
Information Night • Open House

Register now for next school year!

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.org

• Preschool (3 & 4 year old program) 
• Jr. Kindergarten (young 5’s) 

• Full Day Kindergarten
• Before and After Care Program
• Christ-Centered Environment:

   Daily Religion Classes & Weekly Mass
• Fine Arts & Music Programs

• Computer Education (Preschool-8)
• Foreign Language (Preschool-8) 

New - Spanish in Preschool!
• Extensive Extracurricular Activities

• Athletic Opportunities
• Among the Highest Overall Iowa Test Scores

   in the Diocese

Open House
Sunday, February 3

St. Basil Campus 
Preschool - Grade 1 

8700 Brecksville Road
Brecksville

12:30pm - 1:30 pm

Preschool, Jr. K, and Kindergarten 
Information Night

Main Campus
Grades 2-8

6906 Chestnut Road
Independence

11am - 12:30 pm

Thursday, January 17, 2013 • 6:30 pm 

St. Basil Campus
8700 Brecksville Road • Brecksville1
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Dear Friends of St. Michael School,

The school year is moving quickly and as you read the Messenger you 
will see all of the activities our students have participated in and their 
accomplishments. As a school family, we are so very blessed by all of the 
“gifts” our Lord has provided us. It is with those “gifts” that I am proud to 
say that our students and their families try very hard to help all people in 
any capacity.

I do want to thank all of our “friends” that have helped and supported us 
as we continue to strive to teach our students the importance of Our Lord 
in their lives. Especially during this holy season, we thank God for our 
“friends” and ask for many blessings upon them. Without your help and 
support, we would not be able to share our faith and provide an excellent 
education to our young people.

On behalf of Fr. Pete, Fr. Walt, and the St. Michael School families, I would 
like to extend to you good health and much happiness in the New Year.   
We look forward to seeing you at our Open Houses in a few weeks.

God’s Peace and Blessings,

Mrs. Margaret Campisi
Principal

St. Michael’s 3rd Annual

Night at the Races
April 27, 2013

Races | 50/50 Raffle | Silent Auction | Basket Raffle

A great event to help support our school!

January
7 Classes Resume
11 End of 2nd quarter
14 Re-Registration and Sibling Registration
17 Information Night Pre, Jr. Kdg, Kdg.
19 First Penance 10:00 am
21 No School – Martin Luthern King Observed
22 NEW REGISTRATION - WEEK OF THE 22ND
25 NO SCHOOL Pre 4yr, Jr. Kdg., Kdg, only / 

Conference Day
27 Catholic Schools Week Jan. 27th-Feb. 3th

February
3 Open House – both Campuses
4 Optional Conference Wk.
11 Jump Rope for Heart
15 Midterms
18 No School President’s Day
20 Registration fee goes up
21 Pre 3 conferences- No school for Pre 3 only
21 SMS Drama Club presents “Kokonut Kapers”   

Independence MS, 7pm 
22 SMS Drama Club presents “Kokonut Kapers”   

Independence MS, 7pm

March
4 Grade 1–7 Cats & Iowa, March 4th – 22nd
8 Kdg. Screening – no school for Kdg. only
15 End of 3rd. quarter
18 No School
29 Good Friday – NO SCHOOL
31 Easter

April
1 Easter Break ( April 1st – 7th)
8 Classes Resume
17 Writing Proficiency (Gr. 3, 5, 7)
19 Volunteer Appreciation Mass at St. Basil Campus
23 Volunteer Appreciation Mass at Main Campus
24 Choral Concert 6:30
26 Kdg. Grandparents day 

Midterms
30 6th grade camp April 30th – May 3rd

Art

Preschool through first grade at 
the St. Basil campus have focused 
on painting with watercolor, using 
brushes, hands and various other 
media. The theme was the fall 
season, Students created pumpkins 
and scarecrows. The Kindergarten 
and first grade learned about the 
artist Winslow Homer, learning the 
elements of perspective drawing. 
Second grade worked on sea turtle 
compositions. Painting and drawing 
skills were introduced plus a brief 
background about the difference 
between sea and land turtles.

Third grade did a crayon resist 
painting of the moon, learning about 
Neil Armstrong and his famous 
walk on the moon and the various 
phases of the moon. Fourth grade 
learned drawing skills using one 
point perspective and color design 
creating the Illusion of depth.

Fifth grade worked on 3-D pyramids 
and learned about color and 
elements of design. Sixth grade 
learned about the artist Picasso 
and created portraits in his cubist 
style of art.  Seventh grade learned 
about positive and negative space 

and created a composition of their 
choice by cutting various shapes 
out of colored paper.  Eighth grade 
worked on a free form shaped 
sculpture using wire, nylon, and 
acrylic paint. 

 

Bowling Club

The seventh and eighth grade 
Bowling League completed its 
first six-week session. The top 
three bowlers were Chad Szabo, 
153 average; Ben Artrip, 122 
average; and Kyle Hahn, 120 
average. The top team for the first 
quarter consisted of eighth graders 
Sean Mather, Ben Artrip, Chad 
Szabo, Noah Abood and Tommy 
Zuchowski. In addition, Chad Szabo 
recorded only the seventh 200+ 
game in the 12-year history of the 
league with a game of 209. The fifth 
and sixth grade League finished 
up their session shortly before 
Christmas break.

Joy Club

The St. Michael Joy Club is off to a 
great start. With nearly 60 members 
in grades 2-8, the club has already 
hosted two Breakfast Clubs. The 
kids love stopping by the gym in 
the morning and grabbing a yummy 
breakfast with their friends. It is 
a great opportunity to meet new 
people in other grades and classes, 
too. The club also “scared up” 
some canned food for the food 
pantry at St. Michael Church with 
families donating over 300 items. 
We are so blessed by everyone’s 
generosity. In December, Joy Club 
members remembered the Police & 
Fire Departments of Independence 
and Brecksville, the parish shut-
ins at St. Basil’s and St. Michael’s, 
and area nursing home residents 
with homemade cookie bags and 
platters. It was their way of saying 
“We’re Thinking of You” during 
the holiday season. The new year 
brings more exciting opportunities 
to spread joy throughout our school 
and communities, to practice 
acceptance of everyone, and to 
“stand up” for what is right.  The 
club sends wishes to everyone for a 
very blessed new year.

K-Kids / Builders Club

The 2012-13 K-Kids at the Main Campus of St. Michael School has 25 members. It includes second, third, 
and fourth graders. This club is in partnership with the Independence Kiwanis who support both the K-Kids 
and Builder’s Club. The club began the school year by making cards for Veterans. The members also colored 
posters for each classroom to hang during Red Ribbon Week. K-Kids joined with the Builder’s Club to 
participate in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, 
collecting donations from family, friends 
and even while trick-or-treating. At 
school, St. Michael students donated 
extra change during the lunch period 
by “feeding the monster buckets” 
with coins that decorated the tables. 
The club collected a total of $276.50 
for UNICEF. Most recently, the club 
made Thanksgiving placemats and 
Christmas ornaments for the seniors 
in Independence and Brecksville. The 
energetic group is eager to plan their 
projects for the second half of the school 
year!



Accelerated Reading 
Program

The school’s new Accelerated 
Reading program has provided a 
wonderful opportunity for students 
to read books they are interested 
in and has created an enjoyable 
reading experience. The program 
has already made a difference in 
the amount of books the students 
are reading, expanding the amount 

of Accelerated Reading tests 
to 140,000 titles in the system. 
Students are now able to view the 
grade level and points of each book 
before they select it. Parents also 
have the opportunity to see their 
child’s score  and what books they 
have read through a link from the 
Accelerated Reading program.

A very special “thank you” to the 
Mazzola and Kuczmarski families 
for their monetary donation to the 

library during the Scholastic Book 
Fair.  Also with great appreciation, 
“thank you” to all the families that 
have generously donated their 
gently used books for the library. 

PTU Update

Thanks to the efforts of our amazing 
St. Michael families, the PTU has 
had another busy summer and a 
great semester! Over the summer, 
we participated in the stormy 
Independence 4th of July event, 
and sold nachos until the weather 
stopped us. We created a float 
for the Independence Home Days 
Parade, and were proud to take 
home yet another 1st Place trophy.   
We paid for the teachers to attend 
a day of training, and we are always 
looking for ways to improve and 
enhance the available educational 
tools at school.  

This fall, we sold Krispy Kreme 
Donuts at St. Basil, and after mass 
at St. Michael.  We raised funds 
with amazing KidStuff Coupon 
books, raising money for our new 
Accelerated Reading Program 
upgrades!  Pumpkinfest was a 
monumental success, with over 
400 folks joining us to celebrate 

Halloween, all for the benefit of our 
kids. Breakfast in Bethlehem was a 
great success as well, with changes 
even the toughest food critics 
loved.  

Next semester will be very busy - 
January will bring tubing, Catholic 
Schools Week and Open House.  
Later, we look forward to 8th Grade 
Scholarships, Donuts for Dads, 
and Muffins for Moms.  The list 
goes on, all made possible by the 
wonderful support of all our families 
and friends.  And soon we will be 
looking for folks to assume the PTU 
Board positions. We look forward to 
2013!

St. Michael Girl Scouts 

The St. Michael Girl Scout Troop 478 has had an exciting year so far 
which happens to be the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Girl 
Scouts.  Last year, the 11 girls in the troop earned the Bronze Award 
medal.  It is the highest honor that a Junior Girl Scout (grades 4 and 5) 
can earn.  They earned it by a series of  
community service, leadership activities,  
and helping the Dog Shelter with its  
annual Photo with Santa event.  In  
September, the troop bridged to the  
next level of scouts – Cadettes (grades  
6 through 8) with a fun bridging  
ceremony followed by s’mores and  
skits by a campfire. The girls will be  
studying China this year for World  
Friendship Day and will be starting  
work toward their Silver Awards.

The fifth graders from Girl Scout 
Troop 71234 recently toured the 
Botanical Gardens and made 
paper to earn their gardening 
badge.

Future Teachers

The Future Teachers is a group of 
students in grades 6-8 who are 
considering a career in teaching. 
The students help teachers during 
recess, or during morning and after 
school free time. The students have 
a regular schedule and file papers, 
grade assignments, hang student 
work, or help with other teaching 
tasks. The students are excited 
to help out and really enjoy their 
time in the other classrooms. Who 
knows? Maybe some of them really 
are future teachers!

Choir

The St. Michael School Choir has 
21 members and they are doing 
a fabulous job of leading the 
congregation at school masses 
on Tuesday mornings. The boys’ 
and girls’ energy and passion for 
singing is spilling over to the rest 
of the student body during the 
Liturgy!  The choir is performing 
contemporary songs as well as 
some traditional songs.  It is a 
great way to praise and thank 
God for all He has done for us! 
The second, fourth, sixth and 
eighth grade classes performed a 
Christmas concert on December 
19. They sang traditional carols and 
contemporary music.  The eighth 
graders also played hand bells, 
and acted as the emcees for the 
concert.  It was a festive evening 
for all in attendance.

Student Council

Student Council is happy to 
welcome some new members 
this year. The new officers and 
representatives have been 
suggesting fresh ideas and have 
been willing to volunteer to help 
the school. Some of the Council-
sponsored events so far have 
been a Chinese Gift Card Raffle 
in September; a School Mass 
followed by a light breakfast in 
November to honor local Veterans 
from our school and church 
communities; and the annual 
Advent Giving Tree Program in 
December in which students were 
asked to donate scarves, hats, 
gloves, socks and mittens to be 
donated to a worthy organization.

Chess Club

Twenty students are participating in 
the Chess Club this year, including 
some new students. The members 
have met a few times to play chess 
with friends and had a good time.

Power of the Pen

The seventh and eighth grade 
Power of the Pen writing teams 
have been selected for the 2012-
13 school year.  Mrs. Colleen 
Steffas, seventh grade coach, and 
Mrs. JoEllen Kyanko, eighth grade 
coach, are working with the teams 
on Tuesdays after school.  The 
District Tournament will be held 
at North Royalton Middle School 
on January 26.  We wish them the 
best of luck.

Grade 8 Team:  Megan Delahunty, 
Nicole Hudak, Jake Skelton, 
Lauren Taras, Becky Toth, Elizabeth 
Walcutt.  Alternate:  Elaina Walcutt

Grade 7 Team:  Joe Carter, Sarah 
Cervenka, Katherine Krainz, Kalyn 
Priemer, Julianna Sinopoli, Emily 
Yasher.  Alternate:  John Cortes

Video Announcements 
Club

The WSMS Blue Angel Video 
Announcements Club made its 
debut over the air the first week of 
October.  Since then, it has grown 
to include a technology crew, a 
news reporter group, a group of 
talented announcers and a behind-
the-scenes prep crew, and new 
ideas are being added each week. 
The club moderators are Mrs. 
Linda Merk and Mr. Bob Clark. Our 
very own Emma Canzano created 
the broadcast logo with the help of 
Trinity intern, Christian Musto. We 
think they did an awesome job! 

 

 

Science Club 

The 2012-13 Science Club 
consists of 18 third, fourth and fifth 
graders.  The club meets monthly 
after school and members have 
been learning about engineering 
concepts.  In October, they built 
cars using compact discs (CDs), 
cardboard, faucet washers, and 
rubber bands. They found that the 
more the rubber band was wound, 
the more energy was transferred 
to the car’s wheels.  This proved 
to be a challenging activity, the CD 
wheels just wouldn’t quite do the 
job!  We discussed how engineers 
have to try many different 
prototypes before completing the 
final version of a product.

Excellence in
       Extracurricular Activities



Preschool

In Preschool, children have made 
new friends and have adjusted 
nicely to their preschool routine.

In the fall, the children enjoyed a 
nature walk around the St. Basil 
campus, a visit from Brecksville Fire 
Department, and the Halloween 
and Thanksgiving celebrations.  
They also welcomed the season 
of Advent through song and sign 
language. 

Learning has been taking place 
in all areas of the curriculum.  
Reading, Math, Science and Social 
Studies are an ongoing process 
that is taught through fun, hands-
on experiences.  Religion is taught 
daily as the children pray and sing 
to Jesus, their friend. Preschool 
loves Jesus with their heads, 
hearts, and whole bodies!

Jr. Kindergarten 
(Young 5’s)

Junior Kindergarteners are also 
developing many new friends.  
Their mornings are full of fun and 
learning.

In Religion, they are learning about 
God’s love for them through the 
reading of Bible stories.  They 
have learned that God created 
the world, gave the world His 
promise to always love and care for 
everyone, is the Good Shepherd 
and loves all children. In October, 
the Jr. Kindergarten children 
gathered each Thursday with the 
Kindergarten and first grade to 
pray a decade of the rosary.  In 
class, the children created their 
own special rosaries that they took 
home for prayer.  

During the Christmas season, the 
children learned about the Holy 
Family.   They celebrated their own 
families and learned that Advent is 
a time to prepare and wait.  They 
celebrated the birth of baby Jesus 
with a special Christmas program 
that the children performed for their 
families.    

In Math, the focus has been on 
learning colors, patterns, graphs, 
counting and numeral recognition.  
Each morning, the calendar helper 
leads the group in learning the days 
of the week and the months of the 
year.  They are keeping track of 
how many days they are in school 
and look forward to reaching the 
100th day!  

In Language Arts, students are 
learning one new letter per week.  
In addition to learning to recognize 
each letter, they are also learning 
the sound each letter makes.  The 
children use a catchy chant to help 
them remember each sound.  They 
also have been busy learning “star 
words,” labeling, journaling, and 
making class books.  The children 
enjoy visiting the Literacy Corner 
and Writing Center during Center 

Time to enrich their reading and 
writing skills.  Writing in shaving 
cream has become one of their 
favorite activities.  They have been 
practicing vertical, horizontal, 
slanted and circle strokes in 
preparation for forming letters 
correctly.  

Students have become quite the 
little scientists in Jr. Kindergarten!  
They enjoyed learning about the 
season of fall, rainbows, apples, 
pumpkins and spiders through their 
investigations and experiments.  
They used their senses to measure, 
weigh, compare, contrast, explore, 
describe, identify, sequence and 
sort.  Much to their surprise, their 
pumpkin floated in water during 
one of their classroom experiments.

In Social Studies, the children 
learned about classroom rules and 
being a good friend.  In October, 
they learned about fire safety and 
concluded the unit with a visit 
from a Brecksville firefighter.  In 
November, they learned about 
voting and held the first Jr. 
Kindergarten Ice Cream Election!  
They made books about the first 
Thanksgiving and celebrated with 
a delicious Thanksgiving feast with 
family and friends.

What’s 

      @ the St. Basil Campus?

New St. Michael Athletic 
Association

Once again, fall sports at St. 
Michael School was a huge 
success.  Overall, 240 student-
athletes participated on a 
St. Michael Fall CYO team. 
Competitors were primarily from the 
St. Michael day school and the St. 
Michael PSR program.  In addition, 
student-athletes also represented 
St. Columbkille, Assumption 
Academy and St. Benedict (the 
newly merged St. Monica-St. Martin 
of Tours).

St. Michael School sponsored 
seven football teams, 10 volleyball 
teams and two cheerleading 
squads.  Some highlights of the fall 
season included:

8th Grade Volleyball Team - overall 
record 18-5; regular season 

divisional play 10-0; post-season 
playoffs 3-1; Runners Up in City 
Championship Match 

4th Grade Volleyball Team - Won 
the CYO Sportsmanship Award. A 
prestigious award presented by the 
Diocese of Cleveland CYO to teams 
who exemplify good sportsmanship 
and Christian values.  This team 
was selected from the pool of over 
77 nominations!

Cheerleading Squads - Took home 
some incredible awards at this 

Fall’s CYO Cheer 
Championships: 

   ~ In the Varsity/
Intermediate 
Championships, the 
St. Michael team 
(made up of 5th-7th 
graders) finished in 
2nd place competing 

against squads of 7th and 8th 
graders.

  ~ In the JV/Cadet Championships, 
the St. Michael team (made up 
of 3rd- 4th graders) won the Spirit 
Award competing against squads of 
5th and 6th graders.

Once again, congratulations to 
all Fall CYO Student-Athletes for 
representing their school, their 
team, their family, and themselves 
so very, very well!  Blue Angel Pride 
was readily apparent at all games/
matches!  Best of luck to those 
competing for St. Michael again this 
Winter – keep up the good work!

CYO Cross Country

This past fall, runners from 
St. Michael’s, St. Basil’s and 
Assumption parishes joined forces 
to form a single cross country team. 
Runners in third grade and above 
competed in CYO cross country 
meets with races that were 1.5 to 
2 miles, while runners in second 
grade and under ran one-mile 
intramural races.

This year, the cross country 
team included 32 runners. They 
started practicing the first week of 
August at the Towpath, Cleveland 
Metroparks, Brecksville Broadview 
Heights High School and the St. 

Basil’s parish grounds. The first 
race was the last week of August, 
and the last race was in early 
October. By the end of the season, 
many of the runners had improved 
their race times by 2-3 minutes from 
the first race.

Each season, the Diocese of 
Cleveland CYO presents the 
Sportsmanship Award to those 
teams who exemplify good 
sportsmanship and Christian 
values. This year, our team was 
selected as the recipient of this 
award.

We are always looking to add more 
runners to our team. If you are 

interested in running cross country 
next season, or if you have any 
questions, please email Coach Brad 
Polman at polman@yahoo.com.



Kindergarten

In Religion, kindergarteners have 
been learning about God’s special 
people like Jonah, Noah, and 
David.  They celebrated their annual 
kindergarten Thanksgiving feast. 
The children had a wonderful time 
being dressed up like Pilgrims and 
Native Americans.  They learned 
about Advent and how hard it is to 
wait.  They also had a Christmas 
performance.

In Math, they have reviewed 
numbers through 10 and plane 
shapes.  They are learning about 
three-dimensional shapes.  

In Language Arts, the children 
have been busy learning to read.  
Most of the children can read three 
to four letter words with ease.  
They have met almost all of their 
Superkids!  The children have also 
been using inventive spelling to 
write in their journals about various 
topics.

First Grade

The first grade has been working 
very hard first and second 
quarter. They have been attending 
Friday morning Masses since 
the beginning of the school year.  
They celebrated St. Michael Day 
with a speaker from the Diocese 
of Cleveland. Mrs. Terrie Baldwin 
spoke about “angels with a 
message.” The children enjoyed 
wearing angel wings as they 

explained how they would spread 
the love of Jesus to others. 

In Religion, they have discussed 
creation and Baptism. They have 
made a special Advent chain of 
good deeds to do as they prepared 
for the coming of Jesus. October, 
the month of the rosary, found 
the children at St. Basil campus 
gathering once a week to say 
a decade of the rosary. During 
Advent, all the children at the St. 
Basil Campus gathered once a 
week for a prayer service.

They also celebrated  “Health 
Education Week.”  The children at 
the St. Basil Campus spent a day in 
October getting fit! They played on 
scooters, ran an obstacle course, 
walked around the property, and 
listened to a story about eating too 
much junk food.

In Math, they have been learning 
all of the addition and subtraction 
facts through 12. 

They continue to read stories in 
their Superkids reading book about 
the Superkids and their favorite 
dog, Golly, and pet cat named 
Coconut. Ten spelling words are 
pulled from these entertaining 
stories weekly. They also began 
their SMILES reading program. 
It is a program where each first 
grader is paired up with a senior 
citizen and, together, they spend 45 
minutes every other week reading.

In Social Studies, they have 
discussed being a good citizen, 

Columbus Day and the first 
Thanksgiving.

Many first graders joined K-Kids, 
which is a Kiwanis-based 
organization.  They have many 
members who all made cards 
for the veterans at the Veteran’s 
Hospital in Cleveland.

The first graders traditionally 
make Christmas ornaments for 
the Independence Civic Center 
Christmas tree. The children 
enjoyed visiting the trees and 
finding their ornaments. They have 
been doing this activity for more 
than 10 years. Also, a holiday 
favorite for first grade is making 
gingerbread houses. The children 
enjoyed working with their parent 
creating a work of art.

Second Grade

Grade 2 has been spending time 
preparing for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, which is on 
Saturday, January 19.  They are 
studying the Ten Commandments 
and memorizing the Act of 
Contrition.

In Math, the second-graders are 
continuing to practice addition and 
subtraction facts.

In November, they began writing 
letters in cursive.

During Health classes, they studied 
how bones and muscles work.  
They learned to keep them healthy 
by eating good food and getting 
lots of exercise.

The second 
graders had  
fun learning  
about maps  
and globes,  
continents,  
oceans, and  
landforms in  
their Social Studies  
classes. 

Seventh/Eighth Grade 

Science  The seventh grade, 
as part of their unit on the 
environment and ecology, visited 
Lake Metroparks Farmpark. They 
learned about sustainable farming, 
hydroponics and aquaponics, and 
the art of composting. Highlights 
were milking a cow and plowing 
behind the two huge draft horses. 

The eighth grade science classes 
completed their Science Fair 
projects.  Winners are posted in a 
separate story.

Language Arts  The Power of 
the Pen seventh grade team has 
been selected.  Students are 
practicing Tuesday nights after 
school in preparation for the District 
Tournament to be held January 26, 
2013, at North Royalton Middle 
School.

Halloween brought the creation of 
scary Haikus and the creation of 
delectable menus for Thanksgiving.  
The seventh grade enjoyed 
seeing the Cleveland Play House 
production of A Carol for Cleveland 
on December 12.  

They are practicing for the Writing 
Proficiency Test to be administered 
on April 17, 2013 and have 
submitted poetry for possible 
publication in The Anthology of 
Poetry. 

Religion/Math The main focus 
of the eighth grade students 
this year is preparing for their 
Confirmation.  Auxiliary Bishop 
Roger Gries will confer this final 
initiation sacrament on the eighth 
grade students on Friday, May 
10, 2013.  In preparation for this 
sacrament, the students have 
been working on some simple 
projects that have them taking a 
look at themselves, their interests, 
their accomplishments and other 
aspects of their lives.  Also, Father 
Pete and Seminarian student 
Richard Samide have been coming 

into the students’ Religion classes 
once a week to share their insights 
into the material, and answer 
questions the students may have.  
Most recently, Rich showed the 
students slides of his time in Rome, 
during which he visited many of the 
ancient churches containing relics 
of some of the church’s earliest 
saints, including St. Peter and St. 
Paul.  Needless to say, the students 
were very impressed.

The most recent Advent project 
the students have undertaken was 
to take one of symbols from the 
Root of Jesse and turn it into a 
stained glass window. These will be 
displayed in the second floor hall 
during Advent.

In Math, the seventh grade has 
been stressing, and will continue to 
stress all year, two main concepts, 
basic skills and mental calculations.  
To help accomplish this, they have 
covered some topics, which seem 
to be far from any traditional Math 
concepts, but the intention was 
to find other ways of doing basic 
Math without repeating the same 
types of problems over and over.  
They recently began a unit on 
everyday concepts such as Interest, 
Discounts, Commission, and Taxes.  
This will keep them busy until after 
the Christmas break.

The eighth grade Math program 
has consisted of Algebra since 
the beginning of the year, and will 
continue through most of the year, 
taking some time off at the very 
end of the year to review some 
basic concepts that need to be 
fresh in the students’ minds for high 
school.  Most recently they began 
solving equations consisting of two 
variables or unknowns.  This led to 
application problems dealing with 
Chickens & Foxes, Mary & John and 
Coin problems.  Not only did the 
students understand the concepts 
very well, but they seemed to enjoy 
them as we were taking them.  
Examples of the students’ work on 
these problems will be displayed 

during Catholic Schools Week in 
February.

History   In the seventh grade, 
they have covered and discussed 
ancient civilizations dating back 
to early Mesopotamian days, the 
Egyptian Empires, and recently 
just finished learning about early 
Indian cultures.  The students have 
focused on how each civilization 
has their own unique cultural 
characteristics, and they are able 
to see how culture has shaped their 
daily lives.

In the eighth grade History classes, 
they have studied the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights, where the 
students proved to be quick 
learners, and have been able to 
discuss on a variety of levels how 
the amendments impact society 
today.  They completed some 
creative writing assignments 
throughout, and their level of depth 
and creativity was very impressive.

In Reading, they read To Kill A 
Mockingbird.  They performed a 
variety of tasks throughout the 
book to help them demonstrate 
their understanding of a Jim Crow 
society, culminating in small group 
skits, where the students wrote a 
script, recorded themselves acting 
out the script, then discussing why 
they chose the scene they did.  The 
highlights however might just have 
been the blooper reels at the end of 
each video.

February 21-22, 2013
Independence Middle School

7:00 pm

A musical comedy about a family that opens 
Kokonut High on Kokonut Island and deals 
with happy-go-lucky students, fuming parents, 
a strange island inhabitant, a crime syndicate, 
Coast Guard personnel, and long-lost guests. 
A Pioneer Drama Production. Book by Tim 
Kelly, music and lyrics by Bill Francoeur.



Third Grade

Third graders are becoming 
global learners through the use 
of the Activboard and many web 
tools.  They have joined the Global 
Children’s Challenge (GCC) where 
they each wear pedometers and 
track their daily footsteps. Each 
day, they record their individual 
steps using an Excel spreadsheet, 
then enter their class average into 
the GCC website. They started in 
Niagara Falls, Canada, traveled 
back to the USA, and visited 
Disneyworld, and walked on to visit 
Ecuador, Venezuela, South Africa, 
Uganda, Egypt, Italy, UK, India, 
Nepal, China, Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and Antarctica.  Each 
stop had a challenge question that 
needed to be researched, so they 
sharpened their research skills 
using Google and Bing, and even 
Apple’s virtual assistant, Siri. 

While they were walking 
researchers, they also joined the 
Symbolic Migration of monarch 
butterflies. They each created a 
paper butterfly, which they snail-
mailed to Mexico. For the next 
few months, a group of school 
children in Mexico are housing 
their butterflies, and will send some 
butterflies back to St. Michael 
School in the spring. During this 
time, they track the real butterflies 
by joining on-line with people 
who post the viewing of the 
real monarchs traveling through 
their yards. When the students 
communicate with the students in 
Mexico, they get to practice their 
Spanish, too. 

All this interesting research is 
making the third graders better 
readers. But just to make sure they 
use all of their reading skills, they 
also joined the Global Read Aloud. 

They joined in with many students 
worldwide reading The One and 
Only Ivan and sharing thoughts, 
reflections and insights with other 
classes using Edmodo.  They really 
had to sharpen their writing skills to 
make sure what they posted was 
easily read by students around the 
world.

Practicing math, reading and 
writing skills has been a daily 
challenge, so they also take some 
time to develop their artistic 
talents too. Graphic novel author 
Stephen McCranie took the time to 
SKYPE with them to encourage the 
students to turn their doodles into 
stories. 

The students have also been hard 
at work during this season of 
thanks and giving.  They adopted a 
family for the holiday and provided 
a needy family with a very special 
Christmas this season.  On the 
academic front, they are working 
hard at their multiplication facts, 
exploring all different kinds of 
poetry, learning about nouns and 
verbs, as well as many new words 
in Spelling. During the month of 
December, students could not wait 
to see what kind of mischief their 
classroom elf got into the night 
before.  They journaled all the 
happenings. 

Fourth Grade

The fourth graders have been busy 
learning about longhouses and 
constructing a longhouse using 
various materials.

They have been practicing 
multiplication facts on XMATH, a 
website designed to help students 
master their math facts. They have 
been practicing 2-digit by 2-digit 
multiplication for the last several 
weeks.

The students have read two chapter 
books, The Cricket in Times Square 
and Because of Winn Dixie. They 
love the stories about animals.

In Science, they have been learning 
about plants and animals. They 
loved their Zoo field trip in October. 
For Health, they have pledged to be 
substance free.

Sentences, nouns and verbs are the 
topics they have been studying in 
English. They have also been busy 
writing their Thursday Paragraphs. 
Next up, Presentations!

Fifth Grade

The fifth graders have made a 
smooth transition to life on the 
second floor. They are involved in 
a four-way switch as they travel to 
Math, Science, English, and Social 
Studies.

The main thrust of Religion is 
studying the seven sacraments and 
the Mass. Father Kevin Shemuga, 
from St. Basil’s, will meet with the 
students on a monthly basis to 
enrich their religious studies.

Number theory and fractions will be 
extensively covered in Math. The 
boys and girls have enjoyed playing 
pentominoes during their free time.

The students began Health with a 
study of nutrition after completing a 
study of living things and how they 
interact.  The nutrition unit covers 
everything from the digestive 
system to meal planning.

Miss Trzeciak’s class has read 
Homer Price and Sign of the 
Beaver; Mrs. Mueller’s class has 
read Dear Mr. Henshaw and a 
Christmas story of their choice. 
Both classes have enjoyed 
performing Reader’s Theater plays.

What’s 

      @ the Main Campus?

New Sixth Grade

The sixth grade has been busily 
working on a variety of activities 
in Religion, Social Studies, and 
Language Arts. Continued study 
of the Old Testament has led the 
sixth grade students through the 
book of Genesis.  The students will 
be continuing their journey with 
the Chosen People as they travel 
through the desert to the promised 
land of Canaan in the book of 
Exodus. 
 
An economics unit in Social Studies 
was recently completed using a 
fifth/sixth grade textbook prepared 
by an economics professor.  
Currently, the students are visiting 
ancient civilizations after designing 
their own island environments. 
 
In Language Arts, the children have 
traveled to the land of Narnia in the 
book, The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, and the imaginary land 
of Terabithia in the book, Bridge to 
Terabithia.  Gods and goddesses 
will be explored in a literature unit 
pursuing the adventures of mythic 
heroes in Greek mythology. 
 
A letter writing unit has been the 
emphasis in English.  Friendly 
letters have been written to our 
service men/women in the Middle 
East and will be sent for the holiday 
season.  The students also wrote 
business letters to the President 
of the United States from the 
viewpoint of a turkey.

 

2012 Science Fair Winners

The eighth grade students studied science topics in detail during 
the first part of the school year as they gathered information, formed 
hypotheses and conclusions, and made formal presentations of 
their Science Fair projects for formal judging on November 15. The 
following students placed in this year’s Science Fair:

Physical Sciences

1st Place: Ben Artrip - 
“Rusty Metal” 

2nd Place: Kyle Hahn - 
“Liquid Cooling” 

Honorable Mention: Ashley 
Henderson - “Time It Takes 
for Battery Failure”

Biological/Environmental 
Sciences

1st Place: Megan Kuczmarski - 
“Hydroponics vs. Aquaponics”

2nd Place: Alex Londrico - “Plants 
in Cigarette Smoke”

Honorable Mention: Matthew 
Satariano - “Microwaved Water: 
Harmful or Beneficial?”

Chemistry/Health and 
Behavioral Sciences

1st Place: Meaghan 
Delahunty - “The Effect 
of Different  Leavening 
Agents on Butter Cakes”

2nd Place: Becky Toth - 
“Sampling Sodas 
Inside the Fizz Biz”

Honorable Mentions:

Angelica Virzi - “Chlorine Damage Protection” and 

Lauren Taras - “Chemicals in Processed vs. Unprocessed Foods”



Third Grade

Third graders are becoming 
global learners through the use 
of the Activboard and many web 
tools.  They have joined the Global 
Children’s Challenge (GCC) where 
they each wear pedometers and 
track their daily footsteps. Each 
day, they record their individual 
steps using an Excel spreadsheet, 
then enter their class average into 
the GCC website. They started in 
Niagara Falls, Canada, traveled 
back to the USA, and visited 
Disneyworld, and walked on to visit 
Ecuador, Venezuela, South Africa, 
Uganda, Egypt, Italy, UK, India, 
Nepal, China, Japan, Australia, 
New Zealand and Antarctica.  Each 
stop had a challenge question that 
needed to be researched, so they 
sharpened their research skills 
using Google and Bing, and even 
Apple’s virtual assistant, Siri. 

While they were walking 
researchers, they also joined the 
Symbolic Migration of monarch 
butterflies. They each created a 
paper butterfly, which they snail-
mailed to Mexico. For the next 
few months, a group of school 
children in Mexico are housing 
their butterflies, and will send some 
butterflies back to St. Michael 
School in the spring. During this 
time, they track the real butterflies 
by joining on-line with people 
who post the viewing of the 
real monarchs traveling through 
their yards. When the students 
communicate with the students in 
Mexico, they get to practice their 
Spanish, too. 

All this interesting research is 
making the third graders better 
readers. But just to make sure they 
use all of their reading skills, they 
also joined the Global Read Aloud. 

They joined in with many students 
worldwide reading The One and 
Only Ivan and sharing thoughts, 
reflections and insights with other 
classes using Edmodo.  They really 
had to sharpen their writing skills to 
make sure what they posted was 
easily read by students around the 
world.

Practicing math, reading and 
writing skills has been a daily 
challenge, so they also take some 
time to develop their artistic 
talents too. Graphic novel author 
Stephen McCranie took the time to 
SKYPE with them to encourage the 
students to turn their doodles into 
stories. 

The students have also been hard 
at work during this season of 
thanks and giving.  They adopted a 
family for the holiday and provided 
a needy family with a very special 
Christmas this season.  On the 
academic front, they are working 
hard at their multiplication facts, 
exploring all different kinds of 
poetry, learning about nouns and 
verbs, as well as many new words 
in Spelling. During the month of 
December, students could not wait 
to see what kind of mischief their 
classroom elf got into the night 
before.  They journaled all the 
happenings. 

Fourth Grade

The fourth graders have been busy 
learning about longhouses and 
constructing a longhouse using 
various materials.

They have been practicing 
multiplication facts on XMATH, a 
website designed to help students 
master their math facts. They have 
been practicing 2-digit by 2-digit 
multiplication for the last several 
weeks.

The students have read two chapter 
books, The Cricket in Times Square 
and Because of Winn Dixie. They 
love the stories about animals.

In Science, they have been learning 
about plants and animals. They 
loved their Zoo field trip in October. 
For Health, they have pledged to be 
substance free.

Sentences, nouns and verbs are the 
topics they have been studying in 
English. They have also been busy 
writing their Thursday Paragraphs. 
Next up, Presentations!

Fifth Grade

The fifth graders have made a 
smooth transition to life on the 
second floor. They are involved in 
a four-way switch as they travel to 
Math, Science, English, and Social 
Studies.

The main thrust of Religion is 
studying the seven sacraments and 
the Mass. Father Kevin Shemuga, 
from St. Basil’s, will meet with the 
students on a monthly basis to 
enrich their religious studies.

Number theory and fractions will be 
extensively covered in Math. The 
boys and girls have enjoyed playing 
pentominoes during their free time.

The students began Health with a 
study of nutrition after completing a 
study of living things and how they 
interact.  The nutrition unit covers 
everything from the digestive 
system to meal planning.

Miss Trzeciak’s class has read 
Homer Price and Sign of the 
Beaver; Mrs. Mueller’s class has 
read Dear Mr. Henshaw and a 
Christmas story of their choice. 
Both classes have enjoyed 
performing Reader’s Theater plays.

What’s 

      @ the Main Campus?

New Sixth Grade

The sixth grade has been busily 
working on a variety of activities 
in Religion, Social Studies, and 
Language Arts. Continued study 
of the Old Testament has led the 
sixth grade students through the 
book of Genesis.  The students will 
be continuing their journey with 
the Chosen People as they travel 
through the desert to the promised 
land of Canaan in the book of 
Exodus. 
 
An economics unit in Social Studies 
was recently completed using a 
fifth/sixth grade textbook prepared 
by an economics professor.  
Currently, the students are visiting 
ancient civilizations after designing 
their own island environments. 
 
In Language Arts, the children have 
traveled to the land of Narnia in the 
book, The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, and the imaginary land 
of Terabithia in the book, Bridge to 
Terabithia.  Gods and goddesses 
will be explored in a literature unit 
pursuing the adventures of mythic 
heroes in Greek mythology. 
 
A letter writing unit has been the 
emphasis in English.  Friendly 
letters have been written to our 
service men/women in the Middle 
East and will be sent for the holiday 
season.  The students also wrote 
business letters to the President 
of the United States from the 
viewpoint of a turkey.

 

2012 Science Fair Winners

The eighth grade students studied science topics in detail during 
the first part of the school year as they gathered information, formed 
hypotheses and conclusions, and made formal presentations of 
their Science Fair projects for formal judging on November 15. The 
following students placed in this year’s Science Fair:

Physical Sciences

1st Place: Ben Artrip - 
“Rusty Metal” 

2nd Place: Kyle Hahn - 
“Liquid Cooling” 

Honorable Mention: Ashley 
Henderson - “Time It Takes 
for Battery Failure”

Biological/Environmental 
Sciences

1st Place: Megan Kuczmarski - 
“Hydroponics vs. Aquaponics”

2nd Place: Alex Londrico - “Plants 
in Cigarette Smoke”

Honorable Mention: Matthew 
Satariano - “Microwaved Water: 
Harmful or Beneficial?”
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Behavioral Sciences
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Delahunty - “The Effect 
of Different  Leavening 
Agents on Butter Cakes”

2nd Place: Becky Toth - 
“Sampling Sodas 
Inside the Fizz Biz”
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Angelica Virzi - “Chlorine Damage Protection” and 

Lauren Taras - “Chemicals in Processed vs. Unprocessed Foods”



Kindergarten

In Religion, kindergarteners have 
been learning about God’s special 
people like Jonah, Noah, and 
David.  They celebrated their annual 
kindergarten Thanksgiving feast. 
The children had a wonderful time 
being dressed up like Pilgrims and 
Native Americans.  They learned 
about Advent and how hard it is to 
wait.  They also had a Christmas 
performance.

In Math, they have reviewed 
numbers through 10 and plane 
shapes.  They are learning about 
three-dimensional shapes.  

In Language Arts, the children 
have been busy learning to read.  
Most of the children can read three 
to four letter words with ease.  
They have met almost all of their 
Superkids!  The children have also 
been using inventive spelling to 
write in their journals about various 
topics.

First Grade

The first grade has been working 
very hard first and second 
quarter. They have been attending 
Friday morning Masses since 
the beginning of the school year.  
They celebrated St. Michael Day 
with a speaker from the Diocese 
of Cleveland. Mrs. Terrie Baldwin 
spoke about “angels with a 
message.” The children enjoyed 
wearing angel wings as they 

explained how they would spread 
the love of Jesus to others. 

In Religion, they have discussed 
creation and Baptism. They have 
made a special Advent chain of 
good deeds to do as they prepared 
for the coming of Jesus. October, 
the month of the rosary, found 
the children at St. Basil campus 
gathering once a week to say 
a decade of the rosary. During 
Advent, all the children at the St. 
Basil Campus gathered once a 
week for a prayer service.

They also celebrated  “Health 
Education Week.”  The children at 
the St. Basil Campus spent a day in 
October getting fit! They played on 
scooters, ran an obstacle course, 
walked around the property, and 
listened to a story about eating too 
much junk food.

In Math, they have been learning 
all of the addition and subtraction 
facts through 12. 

They continue to read stories in 
their Superkids reading book about 
the Superkids and their favorite 
dog, Golly, and pet cat named 
Coconut. Ten spelling words are 
pulled from these entertaining 
stories weekly. They also began 
their SMILES reading program. 
It is a program where each first 
grader is paired up with a senior 
citizen and, together, they spend 45 
minutes every other week reading.

In Social Studies, they have 
discussed being a good citizen, 

Columbus Day and the first 
Thanksgiving.

Many first graders joined K-Kids, 
which is a Kiwanis-based 
organization.  They have many 
members who all made cards 
for the veterans at the Veteran’s 
Hospital in Cleveland.

The first graders traditionally 
make Christmas ornaments for 
the Independence Civic Center 
Christmas tree. The children 
enjoyed visiting the trees and 
finding their ornaments. They have 
been doing this activity for more 
than 10 years. Also, a holiday 
favorite for first grade is making 
gingerbread houses. The children 
enjoyed working with their parent 
creating a work of art.

Second Grade

Grade 2 has been spending time 
preparing for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, which is on 
Saturday, January 19.  They are 
studying the Ten Commandments 
and memorizing the Act of 
Contrition.

In Math, the second-graders are 
continuing to practice addition and 
subtraction facts.

In November, they began writing 
letters in cursive.

During Health classes, they studied 
how bones and muscles work.  
They learned to keep them healthy 
by eating good food and getting 
lots of exercise.

The second 
graders had  
fun learning  
about maps  
and globes,  
continents,  
oceans, and  
landforms in  
their Social Studies  
classes. 

Seventh/Eighth Grade 

Science  The seventh grade, 
as part of their unit on the 
environment and ecology, visited 
Lake Metroparks Farmpark. They 
learned about sustainable farming, 
hydroponics and aquaponics, and 
the art of composting. Highlights 
were milking a cow and plowing 
behind the two huge draft horses. 

The eighth grade science classes 
completed their Science Fair 
projects.  Winners are posted in a 
separate story.

Language Arts  The Power of 
the Pen seventh grade team has 
been selected.  Students are 
practicing Tuesday nights after 
school in preparation for the District 
Tournament to be held January 26, 
2013, at North Royalton Middle 
School.

Halloween brought the creation of 
scary Haikus and the creation of 
delectable menus for Thanksgiving.  
The seventh grade enjoyed 
seeing the Cleveland Play House 
production of A Carol for Cleveland 
on December 12.  

They are practicing for the Writing 
Proficiency Test to be administered 
on April 17, 2013 and have 
submitted poetry for possible 
publication in The Anthology of 
Poetry. 

Religion/Math The main focus 
of the eighth grade students 
this year is preparing for their 
Confirmation.  Auxiliary Bishop 
Roger Gries will confer this final 
initiation sacrament on the eighth 
grade students on Friday, May 
10, 2013.  In preparation for this 
sacrament, the students have 
been working on some simple 
projects that have them taking a 
look at themselves, their interests, 
their accomplishments and other 
aspects of their lives.  Also, Father 
Pete and Seminarian student 
Richard Samide have been coming 

into the students’ Religion classes 
once a week to share their insights 
into the material, and answer 
questions the students may have.  
Most recently, Rich showed the 
students slides of his time in Rome, 
during which he visited many of the 
ancient churches containing relics 
of some of the church’s earliest 
saints, including St. Peter and St. 
Paul.  Needless to say, the students 
were very impressed.

The most recent Advent project 
the students have undertaken was 
to take one of symbols from the 
Root of Jesse and turn it into a 
stained glass window. These will be 
displayed in the second floor hall 
during Advent.

In Math, the seventh grade has 
been stressing, and will continue to 
stress all year, two main concepts, 
basic skills and mental calculations.  
To help accomplish this, they have 
covered some topics, which seem 
to be far from any traditional Math 
concepts, but the intention was 
to find other ways of doing basic 
Math without repeating the same 
types of problems over and over.  
They recently began a unit on 
everyday concepts such as Interest, 
Discounts, Commission, and Taxes.  
This will keep them busy until after 
the Christmas break.

The eighth grade Math program 
has consisted of Algebra since 
the beginning of the year, and will 
continue through most of the year, 
taking some time off at the very 
end of the year to review some 
basic concepts that need to be 
fresh in the students’ minds for high 
school.  Most recently they began 
solving equations consisting of two 
variables or unknowns.  This led to 
application problems dealing with 
Chickens & Foxes, Mary & John and 
Coin problems.  Not only did the 
students understand the concepts 
very well, but they seemed to enjoy 
them as we were taking them.  
Examples of the students’ work on 
these problems will be displayed 

during Catholic Schools Week in 
February.

History   In the seventh grade, 
they have covered and discussed 
ancient civilizations dating back 
to early Mesopotamian days, the 
Egyptian Empires, and recently 
just finished learning about early 
Indian cultures.  The students have 
focused on how each civilization 
has their own unique cultural 
characteristics, and they are able 
to see how culture has shaped their 
daily lives.

In the eighth grade History classes, 
they have studied the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights, where the 
students proved to be quick 
learners, and have been able to 
discuss on a variety of levels how 
the amendments impact society 
today.  They completed some 
creative writing assignments 
throughout, and their level of depth 
and creativity was very impressive.

In Reading, they read To Kill A 
Mockingbird.  They performed a 
variety of tasks throughout the 
book to help them demonstrate 
their understanding of a Jim Crow 
society, culminating in small group 
skits, where the students wrote a 
script, recorded themselves acting 
out the script, then discussing why 
they chose the scene they did.  The 
highlights however might just have 
been the blooper reels at the end of 
each video.

February 21-22, 2013
Independence Middle School

7:00 pm

A musical comedy about a family that opens 
Kokonut High on Kokonut Island and deals 
with happy-go-lucky students, fuming parents, 
a strange island inhabitant, a crime syndicate, 
Coast Guard personnel, and long-lost guests. 
A Pioneer Drama Production. Book by Tim 
Kelly, music and lyrics by Bill Francoeur.



Preschool

In Preschool, children have made 
new friends and have adjusted 
nicely to their preschool routine.

In the fall, the children enjoyed a 
nature walk around the St. Basil 
campus, a visit from Brecksville Fire 
Department, and the Halloween 
and Thanksgiving celebrations.  
They also welcomed the season 
of Advent through song and sign 
language. 

Learning has been taking place 
in all areas of the curriculum.  
Reading, Math, Science and Social 
Studies are an ongoing process 
that is taught through fun, hands-
on experiences.  Religion is taught 
daily as the children pray and sing 
to Jesus, their friend. Preschool 
loves Jesus with their heads, 
hearts, and whole bodies!

Jr. Kindergarten 
(Young 5’s)

Junior Kindergarteners are also 
developing many new friends.  
Their mornings are full of fun and 
learning.

In Religion, they are learning about 
God’s love for them through the 
reading of Bible stories.  They 
have learned that God created 
the world, gave the world His 
promise to always love and care for 
everyone, is the Good Shepherd 
and loves all children. In October, 
the Jr. Kindergarten children 
gathered each Thursday with the 
Kindergarten and first grade to 
pray a decade of the rosary.  In 
class, the children created their 
own special rosaries that they took 
home for prayer.  

During the Christmas season, the 
children learned about the Holy 
Family.   They celebrated their own 
families and learned that Advent is 
a time to prepare and wait.  They 
celebrated the birth of baby Jesus 
with a special Christmas program 
that the children performed for their 
families.    

In Math, the focus has been on 
learning colors, patterns, graphs, 
counting and numeral recognition.  
Each morning, the calendar helper 
leads the group in learning the days 
of the week and the months of the 
year.  They are keeping track of 
how many days they are in school 
and look forward to reaching the 
100th day!  

In Language Arts, students are 
learning one new letter per week.  
In addition to learning to recognize 
each letter, they are also learning 
the sound each letter makes.  The 
children use a catchy chant to help 
them remember each sound.  They 
also have been busy learning “star 
words,” labeling, journaling, and 
making class books.  The children 
enjoy visiting the Literacy Corner 
and Writing Center during Center 

Time to enrich their reading and 
writing skills.  Writing in shaving 
cream has become one of their 
favorite activities.  They have been 
practicing vertical, horizontal, 
slanted and circle strokes in 
preparation for forming letters 
correctly.  

Students have become quite the 
little scientists in Jr. Kindergarten!  
They enjoyed learning about the 
season of fall, rainbows, apples, 
pumpkins and spiders through their 
investigations and experiments.  
They used their senses to measure, 
weigh, compare, contrast, explore, 
describe, identify, sequence and 
sort.  Much to their surprise, their 
pumpkin floated in water during 
one of their classroom experiments.

In Social Studies, the children 
learned about classroom rules and 
being a good friend.  In October, 
they learned about fire safety and 
concluded the unit with a visit 
from a Brecksville firefighter.  In 
November, they learned about 
voting and held the first Jr. 
Kindergarten Ice Cream Election!  
They made books about the first 
Thanksgiving and celebrated with 
a delicious Thanksgiving feast with 
family and friends.

What’s 

      @ the St. Basil Campus?

New St. Michael Athletic 
Association

Once again, fall sports at St. 
Michael School was a huge 
success.  Overall, 240 student-
athletes participated on a 
St. Michael Fall CYO team. 
Competitors were primarily from the 
St. Michael day school and the St. 
Michael PSR program.  In addition, 
student-athletes also represented 
St. Columbkille, Assumption 
Academy and St. Benedict (the 
newly merged St. Monica-St. Martin 
of Tours).

St. Michael School sponsored 
seven football teams, 10 volleyball 
teams and two cheerleading 
squads.  Some highlights of the fall 
season included:

8th Grade Volleyball Team - overall 
record 18-5; regular season 

divisional play 10-0; post-season 
playoffs 3-1; Runners Up in City 
Championship Match 

4th Grade Volleyball Team - Won 
the CYO Sportsmanship Award. A 
prestigious award presented by the 
Diocese of Cleveland CYO to teams 
who exemplify good sportsmanship 
and Christian values.  This team 
was selected from the pool of over 
77 nominations!

Cheerleading Squads - Took home 
some incredible awards at this 

Fall’s CYO Cheer 
Championships: 

   ~ In the Varsity/
Intermediate 
Championships, the 
St. Michael team 
(made up of 5th-7th 
graders) finished in 
2nd place competing 

against squads of 7th and 8th 
graders.

  ~ In the JV/Cadet Championships, 
the St. Michael team (made up 
of 3rd- 4th graders) won the Spirit 
Award competing against squads of 
5th and 6th graders.

Once again, congratulations to 
all Fall CYO Student-Athletes for 
representing their school, their 
team, their family, and themselves 
so very, very well!  Blue Angel Pride 
was readily apparent at all games/
matches!  Best of luck to those 
competing for St. Michael again this 
Winter – keep up the good work!

CYO Cross Country

This past fall, runners from 
St. Michael’s, St. Basil’s and 
Assumption parishes joined forces 
to form a single cross country team. 
Runners in third grade and above 
competed in CYO cross country 
meets with races that were 1.5 to 
2 miles, while runners in second 
grade and under ran one-mile 
intramural races.

This year, the cross country 
team included 32 runners. They 
started practicing the first week of 
August at the Towpath, Cleveland 
Metroparks, Brecksville Broadview 
Heights High School and the St. 

Basil’s parish grounds. The first 
race was the last week of August, 
and the last race was in early 
October. By the end of the season, 
many of the runners had improved 
their race times by 2-3 minutes from 
the first race.

Each season, the Diocese of 
Cleveland CYO presents the 
Sportsmanship Award to those 
teams who exemplify good 
sportsmanship and Christian 
values. This year, our team was 
selected as the recipient of this 
award.

We are always looking to add more 
runners to our team. If you are 

interested in running cross country 
next season, or if you have any 
questions, please email Coach Brad 
Polman at polman@yahoo.com.



Accelerated Reading 
Program

The school’s new Accelerated 
Reading program has provided a 
wonderful opportunity for students 
to read books they are interested 
in and has created an enjoyable 
reading experience. The program 
has already made a difference in 
the amount of books the students 
are reading, expanding the amount 

of Accelerated Reading tests 
to 140,000 titles in the system. 
Students are now able to view the 
grade level and points of each book 
before they select it. Parents also 
have the opportunity to see their 
child’s score  and what books they 
have read through a link from the 
Accelerated Reading program.

A very special “thank you” to the 
Mazzola and Kuczmarski families 
for their monetary donation to the 

library during the Scholastic Book 
Fair.  Also with great appreciation, 
“thank you” to all the families that 
have generously donated their 
gently used books for the library. 

PTU Update

Thanks to the efforts of our amazing 
St. Michael families, the PTU has 
had another busy summer and a 
great semester! Over the summer, 
we participated in the stormy 
Independence 4th of July event, 
and sold nachos until the weather 
stopped us. We created a float 
for the Independence Home Days 
Parade, and were proud to take 
home yet another 1st Place trophy.   
We paid for the teachers to attend 
a day of training, and we are always 
looking for ways to improve and 
enhance the available educational 
tools at school.  

This fall, we sold Krispy Kreme 
Donuts at St. Basil, and after mass 
at St. Michael.  We raised funds 
with amazing KidStuff Coupon 
books, raising money for our new 
Accelerated Reading Program 
upgrades!  Pumpkinfest was a 
monumental success, with over 
400 folks joining us to celebrate 

Halloween, all for the benefit of our 
kids. Breakfast in Bethlehem was a 
great success as well, with changes 
even the toughest food critics 
loved.  

Next semester will be very busy - 
January will bring tubing, Catholic 
Schools Week and Open House.  
Later, we look forward to 8th Grade 
Scholarships, Donuts for Dads, 
and Muffins for Moms.  The list 
goes on, all made possible by the 
wonderful support of all our families 
and friends.  And soon we will be 
looking for folks to assume the PTU 
Board positions. We look forward to 
2013!

St. Michael Girl Scouts 

The St. Michael Girl Scout Troop 478 has had an exciting year so far 
which happens to be the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Girl 
Scouts.  Last year, the 11 girls in the troop earned the Bronze Award 
medal.  It is the highest honor that a Junior Girl Scout (grades 4 and 5) 
can earn.  They earned it by a series of  
community service, leadership activities,  
and helping the Dog Shelter with its  
annual Photo with Santa event.  In  
September, the troop bridged to the  
next level of scouts – Cadettes (grades  
6 through 8) with a fun bridging  
ceremony followed by s’mores and  
skits by a campfire. The girls will be  
studying China this year for World  
Friendship Day and will be starting  
work toward their Silver Awards.

The fifth graders from Girl Scout 
Troop 71234 recently toured the 
Botanical Gardens and made 
paper to earn their gardening 
badge.

Future Teachers

The Future Teachers is a group of 
students in grades 6-8 who are 
considering a career in teaching. 
The students help teachers during 
recess, or during morning and after 
school free time. The students have 
a regular schedule and file papers, 
grade assignments, hang student 
work, or help with other teaching 
tasks. The students are excited 
to help out and really enjoy their 
time in the other classrooms. Who 
knows? Maybe some of them really 
are future teachers!

Choir

The St. Michael School Choir has 
21 members and they are doing 
a fabulous job of leading the 
congregation at school masses 
on Tuesday mornings. The boys’ 
and girls’ energy and passion for 
singing is spilling over to the rest 
of the student body during the 
Liturgy!  The choir is performing 
contemporary songs as well as 
some traditional songs.  It is a 
great way to praise and thank 
God for all He has done for us! 
The second, fourth, sixth and 
eighth grade classes performed a 
Christmas concert on December 
19. They sang traditional carols and 
contemporary music.  The eighth 
graders also played hand bells, 
and acted as the emcees for the 
concert.  It was a festive evening 
for all in attendance.

Student Council

Student Council is happy to 
welcome some new members 
this year. The new officers and 
representatives have been 
suggesting fresh ideas and have 
been willing to volunteer to help 
the school. Some of the Council-
sponsored events so far have 
been a Chinese Gift Card Raffle 
in September; a School Mass 
followed by a light breakfast in 
November to honor local Veterans 
from our school and church 
communities; and the annual 
Advent Giving Tree Program in 
December in which students were 
asked to donate scarves, hats, 
gloves, socks and mittens to be 
donated to a worthy organization.

Chess Club

Twenty students are participating in 
the Chess Club this year, including 
some new students. The members 
have met a few times to play chess 
with friends and had a good time.

Power of the Pen

The seventh and eighth grade 
Power of the Pen writing teams 
have been selected for the 2012-
13 school year.  Mrs. Colleen 
Steffas, seventh grade coach, and 
Mrs. JoEllen Kyanko, eighth grade 
coach, are working with the teams 
on Tuesdays after school.  The 
District Tournament will be held 
at North Royalton Middle School 
on January 26.  We wish them the 
best of luck.

Grade 8 Team:  Megan Delahunty, 
Nicole Hudak, Jake Skelton, 
Lauren Taras, Becky Toth, Elizabeth 
Walcutt.  Alternate:  Elaina Walcutt

Grade 7 Team:  Joe Carter, Sarah 
Cervenka, Katherine Krainz, Kalyn 
Priemer, Julianna Sinopoli, Emily 
Yasher.  Alternate:  John Cortes

Video Announcements 
Club

The WSMS Blue Angel Video 
Announcements Club made its 
debut over the air the first week of 
October.  Since then, it has grown 
to include a technology crew, a 
news reporter group, a group of 
talented announcers and a behind-
the-scenes prep crew, and new 
ideas are being added each week. 
The club moderators are Mrs. 
Linda Merk and Mr. Bob Clark. Our 
very own Emma Canzano created 
the broadcast logo with the help of 
Trinity intern, Christian Musto. We 
think they did an awesome job! 

 

 

Science Club 

The 2012-13 Science Club 
consists of 18 third, fourth and fifth 
graders.  The club meets monthly 
after school and members have 
been learning about engineering 
concepts.  In October, they built 
cars using compact discs (CDs), 
cardboard, faucet washers, and 
rubber bands. They found that the 
more the rubber band was wound, 
the more energy was transferred 
to the car’s wheels.  This proved 
to be a challenging activity, the CD 
wheels just wouldn’t quite do the 
job!  We discussed how engineers 
have to try many different 
prototypes before completing the 
final version of a product.

Excellence in
       Extracurricular Activities
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St. Michael School
Mission Statement

A chieve in Life

B elieve in Christ

C are for Others

Dear Friends of St. Michael School,

The school year is moving quickly and as you read the Messenger you 
will see all of the activities our students have participated in and their 
accomplishments. As a school family, we are so very blessed by all of the 
“gifts” our Lord has provided us. It is with those “gifts” that I am proud to 
say that our students and their families try very hard to help all people in 
any capacity.

I do want to thank all of our “friends” that have helped and supported us 
as we continue to strive to teach our students the importance of Our Lord 
in their lives. Especially during this holy season, we thank God for our 
“friends” and ask for many blessings upon them. Without your help and 
support, we would not be able to share our faith and provide an excellent 
education to our young people.

On behalf of Fr. Pete, Fr. Walt, and the St. Michael School families, I would 
like to extend to you good health and much happiness in the New Year.   
We look forward to seeing you at our Open Houses in a few weeks.

God’s Peace and Blessings,

Mrs. Margaret Campisi
Principal

St. Michael’s 3rd Annual

Night at the Races
April 27, 2013

Races | 50/50 Raffle | Silent Auction | Basket Raffle

A great event to help support our school!

January
7 Classes Resume
11 End of 2nd quarter
14 Re-Registration and Sibling Registration
17 Information Night Pre, Jr. Kdg, Kdg.
19 First Penance 10:00 am
21 No School – Martin Luthern King Observed
22 NEW REGISTRATION - WEEK OF THE 22ND
25 NO SCHOOL Pre 4yr, Jr. Kdg., Kdg, only / 

Conference Day
27 Catholic Schools Week Jan. 27th-Feb. 3th

February
3 Open House – both Campuses
4 Optional Conference Wk.
11 Jump Rope for Heart
15 Midterms
18 No School President’s Day
20 Registration fee goes up
21 Pre 3 conferences- No school for Pre 3 only
21 SMS Drama Club presents “Kokonut Kapers”   

Independence MS, 7pm 
22 SMS Drama Club presents “Kokonut Kapers”   

Independence MS, 7pm

March
4 Grade 1–7 Cats & Iowa, March 4th – 22nd
8 Kdg. Screening – no school for Kdg. only
15 End of 3rd. quarter
18 No School
29 Good Friday – NO SCHOOL
31 Easter

April
1 Easter Break ( April 1st – 7th)
8 Classes Resume
17 Writing Proficiency (Gr. 3, 5, 7)
19 Volunteer Appreciation Mass at St. Basil Campus
23 Volunteer Appreciation Mass at Main Campus
24 Choral Concert 6:30
26 Kdg. Grandparents day 

Midterms
30 6th grade camp April 30th – May 3rd

Art

Preschool through first grade at 
the St. Basil campus have focused 
on painting with watercolor, using 
brushes, hands and various other 
media. The theme was the fall 
season, Students created pumpkins 
and scarecrows. The Kindergarten 
and first grade learned about the 
artist Winslow Homer, learning the 
elements of perspective drawing. 
Second grade worked on sea turtle 
compositions. Painting and drawing 
skills were introduced plus a brief 
background about the difference 
between sea and land turtles.

Third grade did a crayon resist 
painting of the moon, learning about 
Neil Armstrong and his famous 
walk on the moon and the various 
phases of the moon. Fourth grade 
learned drawing skills using one 
point perspective and color design 
creating the Illusion of depth.

Fifth grade worked on 3-D pyramids 
and learned about color and 
elements of design. Sixth grade 
learned about the artist Picasso 
and created portraits in his cubist 
style of art.  Seventh grade learned 
about positive and negative space 

and created a composition of their 
choice by cutting various shapes 
out of colored paper.  Eighth grade 
worked on a free form shaped 
sculpture using wire, nylon, and 
acrylic paint. 

 

Bowling Club

The seventh and eighth grade 
Bowling League completed its 
first six-week session. The top 
three bowlers were Chad Szabo, 
153 average; Ben Artrip, 122 
average; and Kyle Hahn, 120 
average. The top team for the first 
quarter consisted of eighth graders 
Sean Mather, Ben Artrip, Chad 
Szabo, Noah Abood and Tommy 
Zuchowski. In addition, Chad Szabo 
recorded only the seventh 200+ 
game in the 12-year history of the 
league with a game of 209. The fifth 
and sixth grade League finished 
up their session shortly before 
Christmas break.

Joy Club

The St. Michael Joy Club is off to a 
great start. With nearly 60 members 
in grades 2-8, the club has already 
hosted two Breakfast Clubs. The 
kids love stopping by the gym in 
the morning and grabbing a yummy 
breakfast with their friends. It is 
a great opportunity to meet new 
people in other grades and classes, 
too. The club also “scared up” 
some canned food for the food 
pantry at St. Michael Church with 
families donating over 300 items. 
We are so blessed by everyone’s 
generosity. In December, Joy Club 
members remembered the Police & 
Fire Departments of Independence 
and Brecksville, the parish shut-
ins at St. Basil’s and St. Michael’s, 
and area nursing home residents 
with homemade cookie bags and 
platters. It was their way of saying 
“We’re Thinking of You” during 
the holiday season. The new year 
brings more exciting opportunities 
to spread joy throughout our school 
and communities, to practice 
acceptance of everyone, and to 
“stand up” for what is right.  The 
club sends wishes to everyone for a 
very blessed new year.

K-Kids / Builders Club

The 2012-13 K-Kids at the Main Campus of St. Michael School has 25 members. It includes second, third, 
and fourth graders. This club is in partnership with the Independence Kiwanis who support both the K-Kids 
and Builder’s Club. The club began the school year by making cards for Veterans. The members also colored 
posters for each classroom to hang during Red Ribbon Week. K-Kids joined with the Builder’s Club to 
participate in Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, 
collecting donations from family, friends 
and even while trick-or-treating. At 
school, St. Michael students donated 
extra change during the lunch period 
by “feeding the monster buckets” 
with coins that decorated the tables. 
The club collected a total of $276.50 
for UNICEF. Most recently, the club 
made Thanksgiving placemats and 
Christmas ornaments for the seniors 
in Independence and Brecksville. The 
energetic group is eager to plan their 
projects for the second half of the school 
year!
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Sounds of the season emerged from the Music Room 
during the first semester as Mrs. Brhel and her band 
students prepared for their concert performance 
last month. With three bands and 70 students in the 
band program this year, the evening was filled with a 
variety of holiday music as well as a few non-holiday 
selections.

There are 24 students in the Beginning Band this year. 
They are past the hurdle of learning how to put their 
instruments together, producing a sound and learning 
how to play the first few notes. They were excited to be 
able to play “real songs” that they could recognize and 
were busily preparing for their first concert experience.

The Advanced Band has 46 students and has well 
balanced instrumentation, although it can always use 
more trombones! Students in the 5th grade worked hard 
to learn their band music, as it is a step up from the 
Beginning Band concert 
songs from the last year. 
All of the students were 
excited to be practicing 
“The Polar Express” for 
the concert.

The Jazz Band 
performed at the St. 
Michael Parish Festival 
last fall. The students 
were very excited to 
have the opportunity to 
perform for parishioners 
and did a fantastic job. 
They prepared six pieces 
and it was one of their 
best performances to 
date. Pianist Marisa 
Jurczyk returned to 
perform with the Jazz 
Band. The Jazz Band 

will also perform at the school’s Open House on 
Sunday, February 3 during Catholic Schools Week, 
and may also play at other functions throughout the 
year. The students were also busy getting their holiday 
pieces ready for the concert and featured pieces called 
“Kings of Swing,” “A Jazzy Merry Christmas” and “I 
Got Rhythm.”

At this time, most of the band students are 
participating in the MusicAlliance Practice-A-Thon,  a 
fundraiser in which the students get sponsors to give 
donations based on the amount of minutes students 
practice over a three week period. Students enjoy the 
competition, as well as the incentives!

The Spring Band Concert is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 16 at 6:30 pm.  If you get the chance, come 
out and hear the St. Michael bands. You will not be 
disappointed!

The St. Michael Bands Play On

Excellence in Music

Preschool, Jr. K, and Kindergarten
Information Night • Open House

Register now for next school year!

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.org

• Preschool (3 & 4 year old program) 
• Jr. Kindergarten (young 5’s) 

• Full Day Kindergarten
• Before and After Care Program
• Christ-Centered Environment:

   Daily Religion Classes & Weekly Mass
• Fine Arts & Music Programs

• Computer Education (Preschool-8)
• Foreign Language (Preschool-8) 

New - Spanish in Preschool!
• Extensive Extracurricular Activities

• Athletic Opportunities
• Among the Highest Overall Iowa Test Scores

   in the Diocese

Open House
Sunday, February 3

St. Basil Campus 
Preschool - Grade 1 

8700 Brecksville Road
Brecksville

12:30pm - 1:30 pm

Preschool, Jr. K, and Kindergarten 
Information Night

Main Campus
Grades 2-8

6906 Chestnut Road
Independence

11am - 12:30 pm

Thursday, January 17, 2013 • 6:30 pm 

St. Basil Campus
8700 Brecksville Road • Brecksville1


