
St. Michael Alumni 
News Needed 

Please send news for the St. Michael 
School Alumni bulletin board located 
across from the main office at the main 
campus. News highlighting spiritual 
development and participation of our 
graduates in furthering Christ’s light 
to others (volunteer and vocations, 
church leadership, etc.) is especially 
needed. Photos and news clippings 
are appreciated to expand your sto-
ries. You may send contact information 
to Linda Baznik, otlinda2002@yahoo.
com or 216-642-9499. 

PTU News

PTU continued its busy year with the 
help of many volunteers. The organiza-
tion held a very successful Pumpkin 
Fest on October 24 for all of the school 
families (chaired by Karen Priemer, 
Carol Pannent, and Sherry Mazzola); 
a second Scholastic Book Fair during 
parent/teacher conferences (chaired 
by Sherri Mazzola and Michele Kucz-
marski); a Silver Bells Holiday Catalog 
sale (chaired by Sue DiGeronimo); a 
“Fall into the Holidays” Craft Fair on 
November 15 (chaired by Sherry Maz-
zola); a PTU General Meeting with guest 
speaker Loren McKeon on November 
19; a Santa Shop at both campuses in 
December (chaired by Barb Grencewicz 
and Julie Sternad); and Breakfast in 
Bethlehem on December 7  (organized 
by our Kindergarten, third grade, and 
fifth grade parents). Thanks also to 
the sixth grade parents for providing 
snacks for the eighth Grade Confirma-
tion Retreat, and our third grade parents 
for hosting the second Graders’ First 
Reconciliation Reception.  PTU also 
provided faculty and staff with Christmas 
gifts and all school families with Christ-
mas greetings. 

Upcoming events in-
clude: Catholic Schools 
Week from January 25 
- 30 including a Faculty 
Luncheon, Student Ice 
Cream Social, and a 
Winter Carnival for all 
families on Friday, Janu-
ary 30. PTU will also 
be sponsoring a Tuition 
Raffle, Eighth Grade 
Scholarships, Muffins 
with Mom, and Donuts 
for Dad later this spring.

It is not too late to join  
PTU and be eligible for our monthly 
Market Day and Spiritwear gift certificate 
drawing. In addition, the homerooms of 
winning families earn a dress down day. 
So far, the Bender, Meier, and Sabolsky 
families have won the PTU Membership 
drawings. PTU dues are $10 and can be 
sent in an envelope to the Main Office 
marked “PTU Dues.” 

Spiritwear is available for purchase on-
line at www.spiritwearmall.com.  Click on 
the link for St. Michael’s – Ohio.  In ad-
dition to the items listed at this website, 
PTU is also selling SMS umbrellas and 
chairs. Please contact Barb Grencewicz 
at (216) 447-7985 for more information.

News from Nurses

Flu season is arriving. The best protec-
tion against the flu is FREQUENT hand 
washing, especially before eating and af-
ter coughing/sneezing. Cough or sneeze 
into the elbow for better protection. Dur-
ing a bout with the flu, increased fluids 
are important as well as a lot of rest.

If your child has a cough, the use of 
cough drops at school is strongly DIS-
COURAGED due to the possibility of 
choking. We recommend you keep your 
child home if the cough is severe. It is 
beneficial to send your child to school 
with a water bottle. If it is ABSOLUTELY 
necessary for your child to use cough 

drops, please send the cough drops and 
a signed and dated note from the parent. 
Cough drops must be administered in 
the Clinic.

Just a reminder: if your child has a fever, 
he/she should stay home until fever-free 
for 24 hours. If there is vomiting, do not 
send the child to school until food/fluids 
are tolerated.

If a throat culture is indicated for possi-
ble strep, please keep the child at home 
until results are known. Please notify the 
school if the culture is positive for strep 
throat. Medication in that case must be 
taken for at least 24 hours before return-
ing to school. 

Vision and hearing screening for the 
entire school is almost completed. If 
any additional screening by a doctor is 
needed, you will be notified. If you do not 
hear from one of the nurses, your child’s 
vision and hearing results were normal.

Scoliosis (spine) screening will be con-
ducted on grades 5, 6, and 7 in January/
February. 

Please remember to send a note from 
the doctor and/or parent if your child in-
curs an injury that requires a cast, splint, 
wrap, crutches or anything that hampers 
mobility.

Thank you for your cooperation. We 
hope that 2009 is a healthy year for your 
families.
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St. Michael’s Football Team 
Crowned CYO City Champions

The St. Michael’s Blue Angels Varsity football team brought home 
the Division II City Championship trophy on November 9, 2008 with 
a convincing 22-0 victory over St. Angela Merici of Fairview Park. 
The victory avenged their only loss (6-0) to the St. Angela Bruins on 
October 19.

The Blue Angels left no doubt which was the best team in Division II 
CYO football in the five county Diocese of Cleveland. Before the game, the team talked about using the great game of football 
to bring glory to God, bring joy to their families and bring great pride to our parishes. This team is a special one because it is 
made up of players from St. Michael, Assumption Academy, St. Basil and St. Columbkille. This is the same team that did not 
win a game last year – they were 0-7 and only scored two touchdowns all season.  (continued inside)

Among many of Miss Michelle Nowa-
kowski’s goals as principal of St. Michael 
School in the past four years is to grow 
the spirituality of the school and make 
sure that the mission of the school as 
a Catholic school is first and foremost. 
St. Michael School is a center of aca-
demic excellence, and has become an 
even more desirable place for families to 
send their children for the highest quality 
education.  

This past year, the school was awarded 
the prestigious U.S. Department of 
Education Blue Ribbon National School 
of Excellence award. This award distin-
guishes and honors schools for helping 
students achieve at very high levels. “It 
affirms our school’s mission statement 
that all of us…teachers, staff, parents, 
and especially our students…Achieve 
in Life, Believe in Christ, and Care for 
Others.”  Of the 131 private schools 
to submit applications, only 50 were 
selected in the year St. Michael School 
was chosen.  St. Michael School was the 
only private school in Northeast Ohio to 
receive the award last year. St. Michael 
School received full accreditation last 
year from the Ohio Catholic School Ac-
crediting Association.

St. Michael School, with campuses both 
in Independence and Brecksville, offers 
a well-rounded academic education for 
students Preschool through eighth grade 
grounded in basic Christian values. “Our 
students constantly fill us with wonder 
and delight and give fuel to the hard 
work we accomplish each day,” said 
Miss Nowakowski. “St. Michael School 
works to develop the whole child - a 
centered, well-rounded person who is 
self-confident, self-disciplined, open to 
growth, responsible, and an active and 
productive future citizen. We form a life-
long learner who is articulate, creative, 
technologically literate and capable of 
critical thinking and problem solving. Our 
graduates are academically and spiritu-
ally competent.”

Enhancing the school’s spirituality has 
been a goal of Miss Nowakowski’s since 
the day she began as principal. She has 
incorporated new daily prayers, prayer 
services, school liturgies, and participat-
ing in the community’s Character Counts 
program. With an open-door policy, she 
encourages anyone - students, staff, 
parents, parishioners, and residents - to 
share with her ideas to enhance the 
overall learning and spiritual environ-
ment at St. Michael School.

“The growth of this school can be at-
tributed to many things, including our 
strong spirituality and the high standard 
of academic excellence we have set for 
ourselves,” continued Miss Nowakowski. 
“Supporting these areas is the school’s 
skilled and dedicated faculty and staff 
and a strong foundation of families 
who support the school and each other 
throughout their children’s educational 
journeys.”

Service to others is another virtue that 
the school tries to instill in its students.   
The school is incorporating the commu-
nity-wide Character Counts program with 
its Catholic values by bringing spirituality 
into the classrooms using these “pillars 
of character.” The school has taken the 
program a step further by adding virtues 
and studying the many saints that lived 
their lives exemplifying these character 
traits.

St. Michael School has taken a giant 
leap forward in technology. Several 
technology enhancements have been 
made including going online with Edline. 
Edline enables teachers to post informa-
tion about their classrooms, homework, 
and field trips on a web page. Students’ 
grades are available so that parents can 
keep up on their child’s progress. 

St. Michael School...  A Center of Academic 
Excellence and Continued Spiritual Growth The highlight of Breakfast in Bethlehem was the Live Nativity display.  The 

Three Kings were:  Brian Hartnett, Carey Artrip and Josh Avsec.  Joseph was 
played by Jeff Lazar and Mary was Alexa Narduzzi.  The Angels were Emma 
Raulinaitis, Nicole Bogdanovic and Jennifer DiGeronimo.



Make Plans Now for Annual 
Angel Auction

The 2009 Angel Auction, Night of a 
Thousand Chances, will take place on 
March 14, 2009 at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Independence. This gala evening rep-
resents the largest fundraiser supporting 
St. Michael’s School.  

We hope you will 
join us at our new 
venue for dinner and 
entertainment by DJ 
Jim Borton from North 
Shore Audio & Enter-
tainment Services. Don’t 
miss your chance to have the winning 
bid for exciting Live Auction items or fun 
Silent Auction packages. Take a chance 
on a Grab & Go package or buy a Lucky 
Basket for a chance to win $250. Try 
your hand at Black Jack or the Money 
Wheel! Raffle tickets for a chance to win 
the $5,000 grand prize will be available 
soon for $10 each or 3 for $25.  

Tickets for the Angel Auction are $85 
each and include dinner and open bar. 
Tables for ten are available so gather 
your friends and make your reservation. 
Invitations with a response card will be 
out soon or go to www.angelauction.org 
to make your reservations online with 
a credit card.  Contact Rita McCabe at 
440/526-7613 with any questions about 
reservations. Seating is limited - don’t 
miss your chance for a fun evening while 
supporting St. Michael School!

Apples for 
Students 
Program 
Update

Thank you to those families who are 
enrolled in the Apples for Students 
Program from Giant Eagle. The school 
has been awarded an additional 250 
points. Please continue your support. In 
the past, we have purchased a digital 
video camera and a digital camera. 

St. Michael Athletic  
Association Sponsors New 
Lighting in Rappe Hall

The St. Michael Athletic Association is 
proud to sponsor the new lighting project 
in Rappe Hall that took place over the 
Thanksgiving break. The lighting will 
immediately provide an estimated 40-
50% energy savings while creating more 
control for assembly functions. The use 
of linear fluorescent fixture retrofit is 
becoming increasingly popular today as 
a means of cost cutting while taking ad-
vantage of the obvious benefits of better 
light quality and control. 

SMAA would like to thank the following 
companies and members who, without 
their generous help and donation, this 
project would not have been possible: 

St. Michael Parish - Father Pete, Par-
ish Office Staff, Miss Nowakowski, Ed 
Riegelmayer for their coordination and 
patience. 

St. Michael Athletic Association Board of 
Directors -  Tom Avsec, President; Dave 
Stefanski, Vice-President; Mark Moreal, 
Vice-President; Dina Gallaway, Sec-
retary; Chris Rose, Treasurer for their 
support of this lighting project:

TCP, Inc. - Ed Frantz for Lighting Fix-
tures 

Smart Lighting Solutions, Inc. - Bill Hahn 
for Equipment and Labor 

Precision Environmental - Tony DiGer-
onimo for Equipment 

A Look Ahead... 
January
16 Geography Bee Assembly
22-23 Preschool Conferences
19 NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
21 Pre-K, Jr. Kdg. and Kdg. Information 

Night, St. Basil Campus, 6:30pm
22 Report Card Day
23 Jr. Kdg and Kdg. Conferences 
25 Catholic Schools Week / School Open 

House: St. Michael Campus, 11am-
1pm; St. Basil Campus, 12:30- 1:30pm

26 Re-Registration Week for  Students & 
Siblings

30 PTO Family Fun Night, 6pm
31 Power of the Pen District  

Competition

February
2 Groundhog Day
2-6 New Students K-8 Registration Week
4 Spelling Bee Assembly
5 Gr. 7 Science Fair
11 Market Day
14 Valentine’s Day
16 NO SCHOOL – President’s Day
19-20 Drama Club Play, “Nifty Fifties”;   

Independence Middle School
21 St. Michael Parish Mardi Gras
25 Ash Wednesday; Early Dismissal, 

1:30pm; Grade 1-8 Conferences  
(optional); Easter Candy Sale Begins

26 Mid-term Reports
26-27 Kindergarten Screening

March
2-20 Gr. 1-7; CATS & IOWA Testing
7 Athletic Assoc. “Nite at the Races”
8 Daylight Savings Time Begins
11 Market Day
14 Angel Auction, Doubletree Hotel
17 St. Patrick’s Day
20 NO SCHOOL (Calamity Day); 

Spring Begins
25 End of Third Quarter
31 Spring Pictures; Pre-3, Jr. Kdg. & K-8

April
1 Spring Pictures; Pre-4; April Fool’s Day

Early Dismissal  1:30pm
2 Report Card Day
5 Palm Sunday
8 Market Day 
10 NO SCHOOL - Good Friday

Easter Break Begins
12 Easter Sunday
20  School Resumes
24  Grade 8 Confirmation; Mass & Social 

for Parent Volunteers -  St. Michael 
Campus

30 Spring Choral Concert; Gr. 1-3-5-7

May
1 Mass & Social for Parent Volunteers 

-  St. Basil Campus 
2 First Communion, Gr. 2
4 Jesus Day, Gr. 2;
 Uniform Shorts Begin
6 Early Dismissal, 1:30pm
7 Muffins for Mom; Midterm Reports
10 Mother’s Day
12 May Crowning; Gr. 2-8, 10:00am
13 Market Day 
15 Spring Band Concert
22 NO SCHOOL (Calamity Day)
25 NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day
28 Donuts for Dad; Last Day for Pre-3
29 Last Day for Pre-4 and Jr. Kdg.;
 Last Day for Hot Lunch

Miss Michelle 
Nowakowski, Principal

Currently, the school has an ACTIVboard in every 
grade level and more than 40 new computer 
laptops have been purchased. The St. Basil 
Campus has been equipped with cable and 
internet services.  ACTIVboards are 67-inch, 
wide white screens that resemble a dry erase 
board.  They operate in conjunction with a laptop 
computer and an LCD projector allowing class-
room lessons to be more engaging and effective. 
New PA systems have also been installed in the 
gymnasium and cafeteria.

Future technology goals will be to establish a 
student-run television studio, WSMS, and wiring 
all of the classroom televisions so that they can 
all broadcast the same program at the same 
time. Connecting the two campuses with broad-
cast capabilities is also on the school’s wish list.

Looking around the school building, you will 
notice freshly painted hallways and classrooms in 
bright colors, new carpeting, new student desks, 
new drinking fountains, and improvements to 
the restrooms. Air conditioning has been added 
to the computer lab and library as well. Building 
safety has also been a top priority for the prin-
cipal. The school works closely with local police 
and fire departments and has installed new 
security cameras and made many other security-
related enhancements.

The school’s curriculum also has been en-
hanced. One example is that the school now 
has a Spanish program that includes grades two 
through eight. This year, the school has imple-
mented daily Simple Solutions homework that 
keeps students’ skills sharp in both Math and 
Language Arts.

This is the first year for the school’s new Junior 
Kindergarten program for those five year olds 
that are not yet ready for full day kindergarten. 
The program is under the direction of Mrs. Mar-
garet Campisi who became Assistant Principal 
and Director of Early Education in 2006.  Both 
Mrs. Campisi and Miss Nowakowski work side 
by side in leading the school. “Miss Nowakowski 
is an awesome leader who has become a great 

mentor for me,” said Mrs. Campisi.  “She is very 
open to new ideas and is always looking for ways 
to better our school.”

Community service projects are abundant at 
St. Michael School. The school has recently 
partnered with the Independence Kiwanis Club 
to form a K-Kids (grades 1-4) and Builders 
Club (grades 5-8).  A Student Council has been 
formed and between all of these leadership 
and community-service based clubs, thousands 
of people in Northeast Ohio and beyond have 
been touched by the school’s volunteerism and 
fundraising efforts. In conjunction with two of our 
school parents, Miss Nowakowski encouraged 
the “Once Upon a Time” reading program with St. 
Boniface School in Cleveland. 

St. Michael School also realizes the importance 
of having a good working relationship with our 
public school districts and has enjoyed partner-
ing with the public schools on Character Counts 
events, author visits, and other presentations.

The annual Geography Bee and Spelling Bee are 
back at St. Michael School and the principal is 
always a familiar face in the classrooms when it 
is time for the fourth graders to take their weekly 
math time tests. Miss Nowakowski makes sure 
her pencil is sharpened and sits right along 
side the students to take those tests.  She also 
inspires the second and third grade students with 
a “word of the day” and finds treats and surprises 
as rewards for those students that know how to 
spell the words correctly. There is no question 
that she has high expectations for students to 
perform at their very best and teachers and staff 
to set high goals for themselves in their profes-
sional development.

St. Michael School is moving forward with a 
constant eye on increasing enrollment and 
overall spirituality. “My hope is that we all will be 
united in all of our efforts in the education of our 
children,” said Miss Nowakowski. “When parents 
and teachers work together toward the same 
goals, those goals are more apt to be realized in 
the lives and future of our youth.”



St. Michael CYO Volleyball 
Teams Dominate the Nets

For the sixth year in a row, a St. Mi-
chael’s JV or Varsity volleyball team has 
won a CYO Diocesan Championship. 
This year, it was Brian Collins’ and Lori-
anne Veres’ seventh grade team. They 
went undefeated in the season, won the 
St. Christopher tournament and worked 
their way through the playoffs to beat St. 
Albert’s in the final championship game 
on November 2.  Congratulations to 
Meredith Collins, Frankie Craider, Erica 
Denallo, Emma Montague, Emily Payne, 
Rozlyn Penney, Alexandra Piecarczyk, 
Jenna Veres and Jessica Worrell.  

Congratulations also goes to Paul Mol-
nar’s eighth grade team – they were also 
undefeated in their gym, won both the 
St. Christopher and St. Albert tourna-
ments, and made it to the final eight in 
the Varsity playoffs for Division II. Good 
luck and best wishes to all our 8th grade 
volleyball players: Emily Baznik, Kristen 
Canda, Morgan Furlan, Lauren Guido, 
Alexa Jantonio, Elissa Kuharich, Alexa 
Narduzzi, Emma Raulinaitis, Logan 
Screptock, Alyssa Synek, Caitlyn Synek 
and Lauren Synek.

We are also proud to announce that 
two volleyball teams were selected to 
receive the 2008 CYO Sportsmanship 
Award: Renee Merker’s 4th grade team 
and Nora Lentz/Eileen Ward’s sixth 
grade team.

St. Michael’s had seven volleyball teams 
in grades 4–8.  Thanks to all of the 
players, coaches and parents for your 
commitment and support! Watch for an 
announcement in the Family Folders on 
spring volleyball open gyms!

St. Michael Athletic  
Association Hosts Second  
Annual CYO Basketball  
Tournament

Basketball is alive and well at St. Mi-
chael’s as was proven with the tremen-
dous turnout for the school’s Second 
Annual Holiday Tournament held over 
Christmas break. Bishop Rappe Hall, 
aka Salvatore Family Gym, was the 
site for 28 CYO basketball teams from 
across the Diocese in Boys’ Cadet 
(6th), Developmental (5th) and Elemen-
tal (4th) divisions. This was more than 
double the teams that participated in 
last year’s tournament. Athletes, families 
and friends were thrilled with the event, 
especially with the recent addition of the 
newly-installed lighting system. Thank 
you to all the volunteers involved with 
the two-week event.

St. Michael CYO Basketball 
Update

In other CYO news, we are proud of our 
15 basketball teams representing St. 
Michael School. With a combined total 
of 108 children from St. Michael School 
and the PSR program, we are happy to 
support one High School team, four girls’ 
teams and ten boys’ teams.  We are 
just getting into our season which will 
continue through February. Thank you 
to the following coaches for volunteering 
their time and energy at all the practices 
and games:

CYO Boys Basketball Coaches: Grade 
8, Tom Avsec; Grade 7, Jeff Haire, Gary 
Mann, Tom Avsec, Tim Szczepinski; 
Grade 6, Bill Hahn, Tim Skoczen, Jim 
Senick; Grade 5, Chris Anderle, Chris 
Rose, Jim Gilbride, Nick Bellino; Grade 
4, Bill Hahn, Tom Szendrey, Dan Sa-
tariano, Scott Shuki. 

CYO Girls Basketball Coaches: Grade 
8, Rob Synek, Tom Narduzzi; Grade 7, 
Ken Worrell; Grade 6, Joe Ward, Mike 
Mooney; Grade 5, Mark Massey.   

Good Luck Blue Angels!  Be sure to 
check the ClevelandCYO.org website for 
schedules.  We’d love to see support of 
our teams all over the city this season! 
Schedules and maps to games can also 
be found at the CYO Athletics website; 
http://www.sportsstandings.com 

The St. Michael Junior High Drama Club 
is celebrating an important anniversary. 
Ten years ago, a group of very dedicated 
parents approached former principal, 
Sr. Carol, about the idea of starting a 
drama club. Meetings were held, and Miss 
Lasecki, Mrs. Perhavec, and Mrs. Bertoni 
were recruited as the moderators. Miss 
Lasecki also did choreography and Amanda 
Boczek and Bonnie LoConti were hired 
as the directors. Through their dedication, 
the first show, Hoolahoops and Halos, 
was performed on February 24-25, 2000. 
Since that time, the club has successfully 
produced one musical per year: Kokonut 
Kapers, Kilroy Was Here, Groovy, Wran-
gler Ranch, Lady Pirates of Captain Bree, 
You Ain’t Nothin’ But a Werewolf, High 
School Musical, and Willie Wonka, Jr.  We 
are proud to have fostered a love of the 
theatre in so many junior high students. Our 
graduates have gone on to be part of their 
high school and college programs, either in 
acting or working back stage on lighting and 
sound. These same graduates have contin-
ued to come back to aid the program at St. 
Michael that they helped to start. 

Auditions for this year’s production of The 
Nifty Fifties were held on December 17 
with 64 sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 
participating. The students are very excited 
to either wear saddle shoes, poodle skirts, 
or slick back their hair, and they can’t wait to 
see what a soda shop was really like. Bring 
your families and reminisce about what it 
was like in a time when things were much 
simpler. 

Please join the Drama Club on February 
19- 20 as we proudly celebrate our 10th An-
niversary with the production of:

Information Night & Open 
House Scheduled

INFORMATION NIGHT: St. Michael 
School will hold Preschool and Kinder-
garten Information Night on Wednes-
day, January 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the St. 
Basil Parish Education Center, 8700 
Brecksville Road. This opportunity is 
for parents interested in Catholic el-
ementary education for their children. 
It will include a history of the school, 
the preschool, junior kindergarten, and 
kindergarten philosophy, an overview 
of the curriculum and information on 
screening procedures.

OPEN HOUSE: An Open House will 
be held on Sunday, January 25 from 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at St. Michael School, 
located at 6906 Chestnut Road in In-
dependence. Families are also invited 
to the St. Basil Education Center from 
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. to view the pre-
school, junior kindergarten, kindergar-
ten, and first grade campus.

PERSONAL TOUR DATES: Families 
interested in receiving a personal tour 
of the St. Michael School campus dur-
ing school hours can call Miss Michelle 
Nowakowski at 216/524-6405. St. 
Basil campus tours can be arranged 
by calling Mrs. Margaret Campisi at 
440/717-0398.

REGISTRATION: Re-registration 
for current students and registration 
of new siblings will be the week of 
January 26 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
main campus. Registration for new 
students, kindergarten through eighth 
grade will be the week of February 2 at 
the main campus. Preschool registra-
tion is at the St. Basil campus.

Catholic Schools Week

Celebration of Catholic Schools Week 
throughout the world is being celebrated 
locally at St. Michael School through not 
only week-long community service proj-
ects but some fun teacher, student, and 
family-based activities as well. 
 
Here is a highlight of activities that are 
planned: 
 
Monday: Student Day
Main Campus: Activities will include 
Mystery Student, Twins Day, Student 
of the Hour, and the opportunity to eat 
lunch on beach towels. 
St. Basil Campus: Dress down day, Stu-
dent of the Hour, and watching a movie 
on beach towels. 
 
Tuesday: Spirituality Day
Main Campus: Mini-retreats in all grade 
levels, Padua High School’s Liturgical 
Group performs and an all-school prayer 
service in the afternoon. 
St. Basil Campus: Students will be mak-
ing valentine’s for the USO. 
 
Wednesday: Staff Day
A luncheon is being planned by the PTU 
for the staff as well as a Teacher/Staff of 
the Hour. 
 

Thursday: Cleveland Cavs Day   
“Children Are Very Special” 
Everyone will dress in Cavs colors.  
Cavs “Moondog” mascot will be visiting 
the building for an all-school assembly, 
Buddy Bingo and special treats for the 
students from the PTU. 
 
Friday: Rest, Relax, Read Day
All school mass, reading time, and at the 
main campus – Academic Challenge.  In 
the evening, PTU is planning a Family 
Fun Night in Rappe Hall from 6-9 pm.

(CYO Football - continued from cover)

The team played its charity game at St. 
Ignatius High School and raised over 
$2400 for the Westside Hunger Center. 
At one of the team’s practices, The Plain 
Dealer sports writer and faith columnist 
Terry Pluto came and spoke to the boys 
about faith in life and football.

The team is close both on and off the 
field. This season, as in past years, the 
team prayed before and after every 
practice and game. Team rosaries and 
attending mass on the first Saturday 
of the month bonded the players and 
parents. The boys were winners on the 
field because they played and prayed 
together off the field.

According to Coach Ron Kornowski, “I 
cannot single out any one player or play-
ers.  It was a complete and total team 
from last year’s practice on August 6.  
The secret to our success was to build 
a team from many different areas and 
schools.  These boys were a great team 
on the field because they were a great 
team off the field.”

For the past five seasons, the 
team’s template has been faith 
first, then family, academics and 
then football. 

This season, 75 people (25 boys and 50 
parents) lived these principles through 
all of their endeavors, both on and off 
the field.

Seven of the boys from this year’s team 
played every year from 4th through 8th 
grades. They are Carey Artrip, Josh 
Avsec, Brian Hartnett, Brian Kornowski, 
Jeffrey Lazar, Alex Sixta and J.P. Sorma. 

Thank you to the parish, school, parents 
and students who supported our team 
this season.

St. Michael School

Mission Statement

A chieve in Life

B elieve in Christ

C are for Others

St. Michael School 
Production of 

Book by Tim Kelly 
 

Music and lyrics by Bill Francoer 

Thursday Feb. 19, 2009  7:00 PM 
Friday Feb. 20, 2009  7:00 PM 
Independence Middle School 

Tickets: $5.00 
For ticket information: 

 call 440-526-7154 
Tickets also available at the door 



Cub Scouts Keep Busy  
Calendar

St. Michael’s Cub Scout Pack 378 has 
been busy with fun family activities as 
well as working towards earning the 
next rank. The Raingutter Regatta was 
held in October that featured Scouts and 
siblings racing small wooden sailboats 
in a gutter by blowing through a straw to 
create the wind to propel the boats. The 
winner of the scout race was Kyle Hahn. 
Ben Artrip and Joey Futey finished sec-
ond and third. The sibling race was won 
by Derek Hahn, with second and third 
places going to Samantha Sitarz and 
Jackson Gilbride, respectively.

In November, some of the scouts visited 
Ohio CAT and were able to climb on and 
operate some of the large equipment. 
Other field trips included going to Lowe’s 
Hardware Store to learn about tools and 
the Botanical Gardens to make terrari-
ums. Although the weather was fright-
ful due to the rain, some hardy scouts 
marched in the Brecksville Christmas 
Parade. December was a month for 
serving others at Breakfast in Bethlehem 
and caroling with the Girl Scouts at the 
Jennings Center for Older Adults.

The scouts are now busy designing and 
painting their Pinewood Derby cars that 
they will race on January 23. They are 
also finishing the achievements that are 
required in order to receive their badges 
at the Blue & Gold dinner on February 
28.

Edible Art 

The aroma of freshly baked 
cakes and homemade frost-
ing could be smelled from the 
Art Room after school on Wednesdays 
the past few months, thanks to Art 
Teacher Mrs. Kelly Hanlon’s new Edible 
Art course.  Fifth through eighth grad-
ers were invited to learn cake decorat-
ing in this new course at St. Michael 
School. The students’ final project was 
to decorate a holiday cake. Students 
also decorated a doll cake and enjoyed 
learning so many tips on how to write on 
cakes, make borders, flowers, and other 
decorations. Another course will be of-
fered in the spring.

Keyboarding

St. Michael School’s new music teacher, 
Mrs. DeMarco, started a new Key-
boarding Club for St. Michael School 
students in grades two through eight. 
The students met for six weeks this past 
November and December and learned 
the basics of reading notes and play-
ing songs on a keyboard. More than 20 
students signed up for the class show-
ing the great interest of our students to 
advance in their musical talents!

Bowlers Win Championship 
Without a Pin to Spare

The fifth and sixth grade Bowling League 
completed its six-week session on De-
cember 8. The race for Team Champion 
was the closest in the eight year history 
of the League. Going into the final week, 
three teams were all within two points 
of the top team average. When all was 
said and done, the sixth grade team of 
Julia Bejjani, Craig Wischmeyer, Daniel 
Spitznagel and Derek Hahn beat out the 
second place team, consisting of sixth 
graders Charlie March, Kyle Canda, 
Ricky Casentini and Nick Jackson by a 
final average of 89.98 to 89.54. Daniel 
Spitznagel was especially instrumental 
in his team’s overall victory, bowling 
games of 133 and 139 on the last day. 

 
Individual High Average for the League 
went to sixth graders Craig Wischmeyer 
(123.6), Brian Calvey (105.1), and Nick 
DiGeronimo (99.2). 
 
The seventh and eighth graders are 
presently signing up for their third quar-
ter league that begins on February 2.

Power of the Pen 
Preparations Begin

The Power of the Pen team has begun 
its 2008-09 season, the 21st year for St. 
Michael School’s participation in the pro-
gram. District competition will be held at 
Olmsted Falls Middle School on January 
31. This year’s team consists of:

Seventh Grade Members:
 Julie Koenig
 Anjali Mansinghani
 Ryan Murphy
 Emily Payne
 Rachel Webb
 Blake Yoho
 Maria Schafle, Alternate

Eighth Grade Members:
 Emily Baznik
 Kristen Canda
 Elissa Kuharich
 Katie McCabe
 Alexa Narduzzi
 Ian Wentzloff
 Emma Raulinaitis, Alternate

Best of luck to the team in its upcoming 
competitions!

St. Michael School Begins a 
Kiwanis Builders Club

St. Michael School is very excited to 
announce the formation of the Kiwanis 
Builders Club at our school. Two years 
ago, we partnered with the Indepen-
dence Kiwanis Club to form a KKids 
Club for students in grades one through 
four.  

Under the leadership of teacher advi-
sor, Mrs. Linda Kehl, and parent advisor, 
Mrs. Charlene Paparizos, 10 students in 
fifth through eighth grades have joined 
the new club. 

Builders Club is the largest service orga-
nization for middle school students with 
more than 40,000 members worldwide. 
Independence Middle School has had a 
Builders Club for 10 years. Builders Club 
is a “student-led” community service or-
ganization, which operates under school 
regulations and draws its members from 
the student body.    

Throughout the year, the SMS Builders 
Club will be doing community service 
projects. At least once a year, the club 

will partner with 
the Indepen-
dence Middle 
School Builders 
Club for a joint 
meeting with a 
guest speaker 
as well as work 
together on a 
service project. This past December, the 
two clubs held a Toys for Tots collection. 
The two clubs came together for their 
first joint meeting to present the toys to a 
local Marine stationed in Brookpark. The 
marine spoke to the students about the 
importance of community service and 
how appreciative he was of all the toys 
they had collected for their campaign. 
Afterwards, the group enjoyed some 

holiday cookies and getting to know 
each other.

Student members will come up with their 
own ideas for service projects, fund-
raising, and gain experience in leading 
the meetings and forming committees. 
Students in grades five through eight are 
welcome to join anytime throughout the 
year.

St. Michael Students Paint Mural at The Learning Center

Mrs. Kelly Hanlon, St. Michael’s Art 
Teacher, along with several students 
completed a mural service project at 
The Learning Circle located at Jen-
nings Center for Older Adults in Garfield 
Heights this past October. Students 
Elissa Kuharich, Nicole Weigand, and 
Matt Boldt participated in painting the 
mural. It is located in the daycare’s hall-
way. The daycare logo was projected 

onto the wall, traced with charcoal, and 
filled in with paint. The Learning Circle 
Director Rachiel Agay was thrilled and 
greatly appreciated the work done by 
the students. The children at the day-
care wrote a thank you letter thanking 
them for the beautiful painting. 

2nd Grade Brownie Girl Scouts

St. Michael’s 2nd grade Brownie troop 
has had a great first half of the year!  
The girls enjoyed a trip to the Pumpkin 
Patch and to the Lake Erie Nature and 
Science Center, prepared food for their 
own Christmas party, but also found time 
to work on a badge to honor women.  As 
part of that badge, the girls organized 
a collection for Providence House, a 
crisis nursery in Cleveland.  On Decem-
ber 3, the girls delivered more than 70 
grocery bags filled with food and toys to 
the children and received a tour of the 
facilities.  The girls would like to thank all 
those who donated items for the service 
project.

The Brownies with Providence House’s Development Coordinator 



Happy New Year!  I hope that you and 
your family were blessed with the Peace of 
Christmas. Now, we are all ready to begin 
the New Year. 

December was quite a busy month on 
campus. Everyone was busy getting ready 
for Christmas. We started every Thurs-
day with an Advent Prayer Service in the 
gathering area. Before ending our prayer 
service in the gathering area, we “lit” the 
candle on our Advent Wreath. Every day 
the students listened to and reflected on a 
very short scripture reading about a par-
ticular biblical person and symbol to help 
keep the “true spirit” of Christmas fresh in 
their young minds.  In class, students also 
were working on many different projects. 
All made Christmas gifts for their par-
ents.  Kindergarten was practicing for their 
Christmas pageant. First grade worked 
creatively on their gingerbread houses, 
made an Advent chain with good deeds 
to do everyday until Christmas, and made 
ornaments for the Civic Center Christmas 
tree. Jr. Kindergarten and Preschool, 
both 3 and 4 year old classes, worked 
very hard on their Christmas program. Fr. 
Doug Brown visited some classrooms and 
helped the students understand why we 
have Advent. 

As a new year begins, many stimulat-
ing activities are happening to help make 
learning fun and exciting.  

Preschool is estimating and graphing their 
guesses. They are also reinforcing colors, 
shapes, and creating a “Count the Bugs” 
book. In Language Arts, they are working 
on alphabet recognition, letter sounds, and 
sign language. Social Studies covers the 
life cycle with a close look at hibernation. 
Religion and Science have integrated the 
five senses. In Religion they are learning 
that God has blessed us with the five sens-
es and in Science they continue to discuss 
the importance of them. Also, in Science, 
they will be doing water experiments. With 
the New Year beginning, the preschools 
have discussed New Year’s “Responsi-
bilities” – things we can do now that we 
could not do before: I can make my bed … 
brush my teeth… hang up my coat, put on 

my gloves, etc. Students are encouraged 
to continue doing all of these activities at 
school and at home. 

Jr. Kindergarten has been studying about 
hibernation. They wore their pj’s to school 
and brought with them their favorite bear. 
Germs became a big part of their sci-
ence lesson.  The students are in awe as 
they study the wonders of winter. Health 
discusses the importance of proper nutri-
tion including foods that are good for our 
bodies. Math concepts covered include 
money and identifying coins. Chinese New 
Year (Year of the Ox) is presented and the 
students are learning the Chinese culture 
and comparing Chinese New Year to the 
American New Year. Social Studies will 
discuss Martin Luther King Jr. Day and 
what his dreams were for our country. 
Writer’s Workshop will entail journaling us-
ing pictures and dictation. 

Kindergarten is discussing the story of 
the Good Shepard.  In Reading they are 
continuing to read short stories with longer 
sentences. Also, they are writing sentenc-
es and focusing on ending punctuations 
(“.” or “?”). In math, they are doing three 
dimensional shapes, graphs, patterns, 
print numbers and words for 11-20 and are 
counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. Also, they 
will be studying the life of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in Social Studies. Science is help-
ing them to advance our knowledge of the 
senses. 

First grade has finished short vowels and 
are beginning long vowel sounds. They 
are continually improving on their reading 
skills. In Math, they have been tested in 
basic addition facts and are now adding 
subtraction to the mix. They are also timed 
on their Math facts and doing great. This 
year we have incorporated Simple Solu-
tions into our curriculum. This helps our 
students practice their math skills daily and 
they are getting stronger every day. Social 
Studies will give them a look at the life of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. With the election 
being such a special event, the students 
will be learning about the inauguration pro-
cess. Health will help them to understand 
what germs are and how they spread 
quickly. Religion will inform and remind us 
with the great Miracles of Jesus along  
with reinforcing the importance of being  
 

respectful to others and to be caring to all 
people around us. 

All of our students are looking forward to 
celebrating Catholic Schools Week at the 
end of the month. We have many exciting 
activities planned including Spirituality Day, 
Heritage Day, and Student Day. The week 
will end with a Family Fun Night for all to 
enjoy. Also, our campus is looking forward 
to sharing some After-Christmas festivities 
with our seniors by sharing some winter 
songs.

Along with the main campus, we are 
continuing the “Character Counts” pro-
gram. In September, we focused on the 
word respect.  Our students recognized 
for September were Patrick Firrell (K-1), 
Brooke Barther (K-2), Jaret Priemer (1-4), 
and Mahlaina Leichliter (1-5). The students 
who were selected for October (citizen-
ship) were Kevin Monnolly (K-1), Emily 
Matas (K-2), Kate Luciano (1-4), and Nate 
Mitchell (1-5). Our November students 
(thanksgiving) were Colette Skruck (K-1), 
Jack Malnar (K-2), Karios McCune(1-4), 
and Maggie Leneghan (1-5). In Decem-
ber we worked on caring and January is 
patience.

A special “thank you” to the Ramlow Fam-
ily, The Ressler Family, The Policarpo 
Family, The Hoprich Family, The Appen-
zeller Family, The Niezgoda Family, The 
El-Hayek Family, The Malnar Family, and 
The Bender Family for donations made to 
the St. Basil Campus. Your generosity is 
very much appreciated. (If I have missed 
someone, please accept my apologies as 
it is not being done intentionally.)

Looking for a Preschool, Young 5’s, or 
Kindergarten Program? Please mark your 
calendar for our Preschool/Kindergarten 
Information Night on Wednesday, January 
21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. 

I would like to thank all of the St. Basil pa-
rishioners for using the recycling bins that 
have been placed in the parking lot. Any fi-
nancial reimbursements received from this 
program are being used to help the new Jr. 
Kindergarten program. All of your help and 
support is very much appreciated!

Adopt A Family

T’was the night before Christmas and 
all through the schools, the kids were 
asking what would be cool. Then all did 
agree that giving a gift to other children 
is what they would love to do...
 
Okay, it actually started the week after 
Halloween but that’s when the children 
of St. Michael’s and St. Basil’s Schools 
began their annual Adopt-a-Family 
Program. The letters went home and 
each child could choose to buy a gift(s) 
or give a donation to one of the children 
from the Metro Catholic Schools. Metro 
Catholic Schools are the inner city Paro-
chial schools campus of St. Boniface, St. 
Stephen’s and St. Michael’s (in Cleve-
land) where over 90% of the families are 
either at or below the national poverty 
level. 
 
We all know that times are tight 
for most people and organizations 
are cutting back. Yet the families of 
St. Michael’s School chose to em-
brace the real meaning of Christmas 
and adopt even more families this holi-
day season. Adopting 20 families with 70 
children would be a real challenge this 
year. It was a great joy but no surprise to 
see the generosity of St Michael’s. We 
were able to give many clothing items 
and toys to all the children and a $50 
gift card to each family so they could 
have presents under the tree and a real 
Christmas feast.  
 
The school partnered for the first time 
with Farmers Insurance as a business 
co-sponsor.  Farmers’ employees helped 
with the donations and hosted a holiday 
wrapping party in their conference room 
on Rockside Road for the students and 
parents who volunteered.

Many of these children would not have 
received any gift other than the ones 
provided by our children. The St. Boni-
face staff appreciated “that our families 
are always so generous and kind-heart-
ed that it brings a smile to the needy 
families and also to the staff and teach-
ers as well.”  There aren’t enough words 
to say thank you to everyone for all of 

the donations, gifts, time, overall hard 
work and well wishes for these families 
and especially their children who had a 
very Merry Christmas. God Bless you 
all from the volunteers of the Adopt-a-
Family team.    

Student Council News

Student Council has been very busy the 
first half of the school year. It started the 
year with a booth at the St. Michael’s 
Day Festival for its project, “Jeans for 
January.”  Council members collected 
new and gently used jeans for the 
West Side Catholic Center and the City 
Mission. The project will continue from 
January 7-21.

A Blue and Gold Dress Down Day was 
held in November to celebrate the 
seventh and eighth grade football team 
winning the CYO City Championship. 
Monies collected were donated to two 
alumni families in need of financial assis-
tance due to recent family misfortunes.

Also in November, the council honored 
area veterans with a special Mass and 
Social. More than 50 veterans attended 
this third annual event including many 
students’ relatives. The Junior and 
Senior officers welcomed the veterans 
at the church doors and Senior Council 
officers served coffee and pastries at the 
social.

Student Council members spent part of 
December making mitten door hangings 
for an area nursing home along with col-
lecting gloves, hats, scarves and socks 
for the Giving Trees on the first and 
second floors. In conjunction with the 
Girl Scout Troup 1313 service project, 
hot chocolate was sold during lunch to 
benefit the soup kitchen at Holy Spirit 
Church.  

The second graders enjoyed a story 
read to them by the eighth graders dur-
ing the week before Christmas. Student 
Council provided hot chocolate and 
cookies for the story time.

By Mrs. Margaret Campisi,
Assistant Principal
Director of Preschool



the students included the night hike, 
designing eco-friendly buildings and the 
journey to the Cuyahoga River.

On the night hike, the class heard 
and saw several creatures that do not 
normally come out during the day. The 
sixth graders also had the chance to 
walk through the park alone for a small 
section of the hike. They played vari-
ous games and activities, and even ate 
mint Lifesavers that caused their teeth 
to glow.

The classmates also had the opportunity 
to design eco-friendly buildings. The 
designs varied from a nursing home to a 
mansion to a sports complex. All of the 
buildings were designed in ways to help 
the environment, including using a solar 
panel, compact fluorescent light bulbs 
and recycled carpet. Posters and mod-
els were built to show how the buildings 
would look.

Another educational and fun activity 
the sixth graders experienced was the 
journey to the Cuyahoga River. The 
students hiked to the Cuyahoga River to 
do several tests on the river. These tests 
determined the phosphates, dissolved 
oxygen, and the turbidity of the river. 
The students learned that the river’s 
phosphates and turbidity were very low, 
but the dissolved oxygen was very high. 
This meant that there were many organ-
isms living in the water. The class also 
learned that even though the river has 
greatly improved from its past condition, 
it can still be better if we take care of it 
and do not pollute it.

The sixth graders had a great time at 
camp and wish they could go again. 
Although they learned many things, the 
one thing that they will always remember 
is “All the rivers run, dancing in the sun, 
cradled in their watershed, all the rivers 
run!”

Grade 7-213 News
By Ryan Murphy, Student Reporter

As the St. Michael School families 
and parishioners eagerly prepared for 
Christmas and the New Year, so did the 
students of 7-213. The classroom deco-
rations brightened up the rooms and 
kept everyone in the holiday spirit.

Lately in Math, Mr. Kundmueller has 
been stuffing our brains with all sorts of 
mathematical formulas, including how 
to convert decimals into fractions and 
percents, and fractions into decimals 
and percents, etc. The daily blue sheets 
(which are actually pink) continue to help 
us become even more and more quick-
witted.

In History (or should I say Religion?), we 
have been studying the history of Israel 
and its foreign rulers as well as the foun-
dations of Jewish belief. We recently 
finished up on India and its history, too.

In the real Religion class, we have been 
learning about the Nativity Narratives, 
the seasons of the Catholic Calendar, 
and the Holy Days that come with it. 
In Science, we have been learning 
about the environment and the costs 
and benefits of assorted acts involving 
our ecosystems. Finally, we have been 
learning about AIDS and other infectious 
diseases of the body in Health. 

Back in 7-213, Mrs. Kyanko has been 
teaching us the correct forms of who and 
whom. We also have deeply enjoyed our 
new book Milkweed, which is about a 
young boy living on the streets of War-
saw, Poland during the early stages of 
the massacre of the Jews by the Nazis. 
This boy whom (I mean, who) has been 
an orphan his whole life is a fun-loving 
yet clueless little thief.

After-school activities such as Power of 
the Pen, Builders Club, Academic Chal-
lenge and even Future Teachers have 
continuously kept us in the creative and 
helping moods (and even taught us a 
few random facts along the way).

Grade 2 News

Have you seen those little angels walk-
ing around St. Michael School? Those 
little cuties are the second graders. They 
spent the first half of the school year 
preparing to receive their First Reconcili-
ation. Miss Lasecki and Miss Paolucci 
taught the children about the impor-
tance of forgiveness. After months of 
preparation, they received their First 
Reconciliation on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6. Starting the morning with their 
“prep sheets” in hand, the boys and 
girls were feeling a lot of anticipation 
and uncertainty. After receiving the 
Sacrament, they walked away with 
huge smiles on their faces. When asked 
to describe the experience, Julia Cutter 
summed it up, “It was awesome!” The 
service was followed by a very warm 
and inviting reception generously hosted 
by the third grade room parents who 
served cookies and punch. 

In addition to preparing for First Rec-
onciliation, the second graders also 
studied about saints, learning that 
they were good people who would do 
anything for God. They studied about 
Pilgrims and Squanto and learned that 
Miss Lasecki loves Charlie Brown!  They 
took a field trip to the Natural History 
Museum where they saw animals…
old animals. On top of this, they con-
tinued studying math facts, and more 
math facts, and more math facts! They 
practiced feverishly for their Christmas 
concert, where they sang “All I Want for 
Christmas is My Two Front Teeth” while 
displaying their pearly whites (or lack 
thereof!).  Throughout the season of Ad-
vent, the children focused on the birth of 
Jesus. This year, Advent had even more 
meaning for them since the students are 
planning to make their First Holy Com-
munion in May. 

Grade 3-104 News

The third graders kept busy last month 
by improving their cursive skills, begin-
ning multiplication drills and reading 

many stories. Learning Center 
time was used to practice 
what they’ve learned with 
games, to express them-
selves creatively with gel 
pens, and to explore the many 
books from the classroom 
library. As “geologists,” the 

students have discovered the proper-
ties of minerals, classified rocks, and 
created landform changes by erupting 
volcanoes. They are looking forward to 
curling up with many good books during 
the winter months ahead.

Grade 4-108

Mrs. Perhavec’s 
fourth graders 
enjoyed learn-
ing about the 
circulatory and 
digestive systems in Health class. In Sci-
ence, they are studying animal habitats 
and ecosystems. In English, the children 
learned about adjectives and verbs by 
making commercials and preparing 
other forms of advertisements. For the 
Christmas season, the fourth graders 
made Christmas cards for the seniors at 
the Jennings Nursing Home. This month, 
they are learning about Martin Luther 
King and achieving dreams for their 
world.   

Grade 4-109

The fourth grade class spent much 
of December doing Advent activities, 
such as sending Christmas cards to the 
residents of Jennings Hall. They also en-
joyed getting together with their “buddy 
class” before Christmas break. The 
students are looking forward to Catholic 
Schools Week and the various activi-
ties. They will be working on two Ohio 
related projects in the near future: one 
will be a presentation on various Ohio 
inventors and inventions; and the other 
will be about Ohioans who became 
President of the United States.

Grade 5

The fifth graders have completed their 
study of Life Science. They ended by 
taking a look at the damage to our envi-
ronment and have learned what others 
are doing to help restore ecosystems. 
They also examined what we can do 
better at school and in our homes.  

The fifth graders enjoyed two special 
visitors in November. The first guest was 
Fr. Doug Brown.  He taught the children 
about the Sacrament of the Eucharist 

and answered many of their ques-
tions. The next guest was Mr. Wes 
Gaab, an Independence historian 
and retired principal. Mr. Gaab was 
invited to share with the children 
stories about what life was like during 
the Depression. This visit was associ-
ated with the fifth graders reading 
Out of the Dust by Karen Heese. Mr. 
Gaab went to St. Michael’s School 

during the 1930’s when it was a two-
room school house. He shared pictures 
with the children, who greatly appreci-
ated the time he shared with them.  

Studies in Math will focus on Number 
Theory – prime and composite numbers, 
prime factorization, G.C.F. and L.C.M.  
This will establish the groundwork for 
fractions. During Catholic Schools Week, 
the fifth graders will organize a service 
project in which the whole school will 
be involved. This will be in collaboration 
with the U.S.O.

Grade 6 News
By Jessica Coury, Jennifer DiGeronimo, 
Catherine Ward, Student Reporters

During the past two months, the sixth 
graders were very busy, especially with 
preparations for the Cuyahoga Envi-
ronmental camp. The students spent 
December 10-12 at the Cuyahoga Valley 
Environmental Program. They partici-
pated in many activities and projects 
regarding the National Park and its 
watershed. Some favorite activities of 

New Year Prayer
God grant us this year a wider 

view,
So we see others’ faults through 

the eyes of You.
Teach us to judge not with hasty 

tongue,
Neither the adult... nor the young.

Give us patience and grace to 
endure

And a stronger faith so we feel 
secure.

Instead of remembering, help us 
forget

The irritations that caused us to 
fret.

Freely forgiving for some offense
And finding each day a rich recom-

pence.
In offering a friendly, helping hand
And trying in all ways to under-

stand.

That all of us whoever we are...
Are trying to reach an unreachable 

star.
For the great and small... the good 

and bad,
The young and old... the sad and 

glad

Are we asking today; Is life worth 
living?

The answer is only in, loving and 
giving.

For only Love can make man kind
And Kindness of Heart brings 

Peace of Mind.

By giving love, we can start this 
year

To lift the clouds of hate and fear.

Author - Helen Steiner Rice



the students included the night hike, 
designing eco-friendly buildings and the 
journey to the Cuyahoga River.

On the night hike, the class heard 
and saw several creatures that do not 
normally come out during the day. The 
sixth graders also had the chance to 
walk through the park alone for a small 
section of the hike. They played vari-
ous games and activities, and even ate 
mint Lifesavers that caused their teeth 
to glow.

The classmates also had the opportunity 
to design eco-friendly buildings. The 
designs varied from a nursing home to a 
mansion to a sports complex. All of the 
buildings were designed in ways to help 
the environment, including using a solar 
panel, compact fluorescent light bulbs 
and recycled carpet. Posters and mod-
els were built to show how the buildings 
would look.

Another educational and fun activity 
the sixth graders experienced was the 
journey to the Cuyahoga River. The 
students hiked to the Cuyahoga River to 
do several tests on the river. These tests 
determined the phosphates, dissolved 
oxygen, and the turbidity of the river. 
The students learned that the river’s 
phosphates and turbidity were very low, 
but the dissolved oxygen was very high. 
This meant that there were many organ-
isms living in the water. The class also 
learned that even though the river has 
greatly improved from its past condition, 
it can still be better if we take care of it 
and do not pollute it.

The sixth graders had a great time at 
camp and wish they could go again. 
Although they learned many things, the 
one thing that they will always remember 
is “All the rivers run, dancing in the sun, 
cradled in their watershed, all the rivers 
run!”

Grade 7-213 News
By Ryan Murphy, Student Reporter

As the St. Michael School families 
and parishioners eagerly prepared for 
Christmas and the New Year, so did the 
students of 7-213. The classroom deco-
rations brightened up the rooms and 
kept everyone in the holiday spirit.

Lately in Math, Mr. Kundmueller has 
been stuffing our brains with all sorts of 
mathematical formulas, including how 
to convert decimals into fractions and 
percents, and fractions into decimals 
and percents, etc. The daily blue sheets 
(which are actually pink) continue to help 
us become even more and more quick-
witted.

In History (or should I say Religion?), we 
have been studying the history of Israel 
and its foreign rulers as well as the foun-
dations of Jewish belief. We recently 
finished up on India and its history, too.

In the real Religion class, we have been 
learning about the Nativity Narratives, 
the seasons of the Catholic Calendar, 
and the Holy Days that come with it. 
In Science, we have been learning 
about the environment and the costs 
and benefits of assorted acts involving 
our ecosystems. Finally, we have been 
learning about AIDS and other infectious 
diseases of the body in Health. 

Back in 7-213, Mrs. Kyanko has been 
teaching us the correct forms of who and 
whom. We also have deeply enjoyed our 
new book Milkweed, which is about a 
young boy living on the streets of War-
saw, Poland during the early stages of 
the massacre of the Jews by the Nazis. 
This boy whom (I mean, who) has been 
an orphan his whole life is a fun-loving 
yet clueless little thief.

After-school activities such as Power of 
the Pen, Builders Club, Academic Chal-
lenge and even Future Teachers have 
continuously kept us in the creative and 
helping moods (and even taught us a 
few random facts along the way).

Grade 2 News

Have you seen those little angels walk-
ing around St. Michael School? Those 
little cuties are the second graders. They 
spent the first half of the school year 
preparing to receive their First Reconcili-
ation. Miss Lasecki and Miss Paolucci 
taught the children about the impor-
tance of forgiveness. After months of 
preparation, they received their First 
Reconciliation on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6. Starting the morning with their 
“prep sheets” in hand, the boys and 
girls were feeling a lot of anticipation 
and uncertainty. After receiving the 
Sacrament, they walked away with 
huge smiles on their faces. When asked 
to describe the experience, Julia Cutter 
summed it up, “It was awesome!” The 
service was followed by a very warm 
and inviting reception generously hosted 
by the third grade room parents who 
served cookies and punch. 

In addition to preparing for First Rec-
onciliation, the second graders also 
studied about saints, learning that 
they were good people who would do 
anything for God. They studied about 
Pilgrims and Squanto and learned that 
Miss Lasecki loves Charlie Brown!  They 
took a field trip to the Natural History 
Museum where they saw animals…
old animals. On top of this, they con-
tinued studying math facts, and more 
math facts, and more math facts! They 
practiced feverishly for their Christmas 
concert, where they sang “All I Want for 
Christmas is My Two Front Teeth” while 
displaying their pearly whites (or lack 
thereof!).  Throughout the season of Ad-
vent, the children focused on the birth of 
Jesus. This year, Advent had even more 
meaning for them since the students are 
planning to make their First Holy Com-
munion in May. 

Grade 3-104 News

The third graders kept busy last month 
by improving their cursive skills, begin-
ning multiplication drills and reading 

many stories. Learning Center 
time was used to practice 
what they’ve learned with 
games, to express them-
selves creatively with gel 
pens, and to explore the many 
books from the classroom 
library. As “geologists,” the 

students have discovered the proper-
ties of minerals, classified rocks, and 
created landform changes by erupting 
volcanoes. They are looking forward to 
curling up with many good books during 
the winter months ahead.

Grade 4-108

Mrs. Perhavec’s 
fourth graders 
enjoyed learn-
ing about the 
circulatory and 
digestive systems in Health class. In Sci-
ence, they are studying animal habitats 
and ecosystems. In English, the children 
learned about adjectives and verbs by 
making commercials and preparing 
other forms of advertisements. For the 
Christmas season, the fourth graders 
made Christmas cards for the seniors at 
the Jennings Nursing Home. This month, 
they are learning about Martin Luther 
King and achieving dreams for their 
world.   

Grade 4-109

The fourth grade class spent much 
of December doing Advent activities, 
such as sending Christmas cards to the 
residents of Jennings Hall. They also en-
joyed getting together with their “buddy 
class” before Christmas break. The 
students are looking forward to Catholic 
Schools Week and the various activi-
ties. They will be working on two Ohio 
related projects in the near future: one 
will be a presentation on various Ohio 
inventors and inventions; and the other 
will be about Ohioans who became 
President of the United States.

Grade 5

The fifth graders have completed their 
study of Life Science. They ended by 
taking a look at the damage to our envi-
ronment and have learned what others 
are doing to help restore ecosystems. 
They also examined what we can do 
better at school and in our homes.  

The fifth graders enjoyed two special 
visitors in November. The first guest was 
Fr. Doug Brown.  He taught the children 
about the Sacrament of the Eucharist 

and answered many of their ques-
tions. The next guest was Mr. Wes 
Gaab, an Independence historian 
and retired principal. Mr. Gaab was 
invited to share with the children 
stories about what life was like during 
the Depression. This visit was associ-
ated with the fifth graders reading 
Out of the Dust by Karen Heese. Mr. 
Gaab went to St. Michael’s School 

during the 1930’s when it was a two-
room school house. He shared pictures 
with the children, who greatly appreci-
ated the time he shared with them.  

Studies in Math will focus on Number 
Theory – prime and composite numbers, 
prime factorization, G.C.F. and L.C.M.  
This will establish the groundwork for 
fractions. During Catholic Schools Week, 
the fifth graders will organize a service 
project in which the whole school will 
be involved. This will be in collaboration 
with the U.S.O.

Grade 6 News
By Jessica Coury, Jennifer DiGeronimo, 
Catherine Ward, Student Reporters

During the past two months, the sixth 
graders were very busy, especially with 
preparations for the Cuyahoga Envi-
ronmental camp. The students spent 
December 10-12 at the Cuyahoga Valley 
Environmental Program. They partici-
pated in many activities and projects 
regarding the National Park and its 
watershed. Some favorite activities of 

New Year Prayer
God grant us this year a wider 

view,
So we see others’ faults through 

the eyes of You.
Teach us to judge not with hasty 

tongue,
Neither the adult... nor the young.

Give us patience and grace to 
endure

And a stronger faith so we feel 
secure.

Instead of remembering, help us 
forget

The irritations that caused us to 
fret.

Freely forgiving for some offense
And finding each day a rich recom-

pence.
In offering a friendly, helping hand
And trying in all ways to under-

stand.

That all of us whoever we are...
Are trying to reach an unreachable 

star.
For the great and small... the good 

and bad,
The young and old... the sad and 

glad

Are we asking today; Is life worth 
living?

The answer is only in, loving and 
giving.

For only Love can make man kind
And Kindness of Heart brings 

Peace of Mind.

By giving love, we can start this 
year

To lift the clouds of hate and fear.

Author - Helen Steiner Rice



Happy New Year!  I hope that you and 
your family were blessed with the Peace of 
Christmas. Now, we are all ready to begin 
the New Year. 

December was quite a busy month on 
campus. Everyone was busy getting ready 
for Christmas. We started every Thurs-
day with an Advent Prayer Service in the 
gathering area. Before ending our prayer 
service in the gathering area, we “lit” the 
candle on our Advent Wreath. Every day 
the students listened to and reflected on a 
very short scripture reading about a par-
ticular biblical person and symbol to help 
keep the “true spirit” of Christmas fresh in 
their young minds.  In class, students also 
were working on many different projects. 
All made Christmas gifts for their par-
ents.  Kindergarten was practicing for their 
Christmas pageant. First grade worked 
creatively on their gingerbread houses, 
made an Advent chain with good deeds 
to do everyday until Christmas, and made 
ornaments for the Civic Center Christmas 
tree. Jr. Kindergarten and Preschool, 
both 3 and 4 year old classes, worked 
very hard on their Christmas program. Fr. 
Doug Brown visited some classrooms and 
helped the students understand why we 
have Advent. 

As a new year begins, many stimulat-
ing activities are happening to help make 
learning fun and exciting.  

Preschool is estimating and graphing their 
guesses. They are also reinforcing colors, 
shapes, and creating a “Count the Bugs” 
book. In Language Arts, they are working 
on alphabet recognition, letter sounds, and 
sign language. Social Studies covers the 
life cycle with a close look at hibernation. 
Religion and Science have integrated the 
five senses. In Religion they are learning 
that God has blessed us with the five sens-
es and in Science they continue to discuss 
the importance of them. Also, in Science, 
they will be doing water experiments. With 
the New Year beginning, the preschools 
have discussed New Year’s “Responsi-
bilities” – things we can do now that we 
could not do before: I can make my bed … 
brush my teeth… hang up my coat, put on 

my gloves, etc. Students are encouraged 
to continue doing all of these activities at 
school and at home. 

Jr. Kindergarten has been studying about 
hibernation. They wore their pj’s to school 
and brought with them their favorite bear. 
Germs became a big part of their sci-
ence lesson.  The students are in awe as 
they study the wonders of winter. Health 
discusses the importance of proper nutri-
tion including foods that are good for our 
bodies. Math concepts covered include 
money and identifying coins. Chinese New 
Year (Year of the Ox) is presented and the 
students are learning the Chinese culture 
and comparing Chinese New Year to the 
American New Year. Social Studies will 
discuss Martin Luther King Jr. Day and 
what his dreams were for our country. 
Writer’s Workshop will entail journaling us-
ing pictures and dictation. 

Kindergarten is discussing the story of 
the Good Shepard.  In Reading they are 
continuing to read short stories with longer 
sentences. Also, they are writing sentenc-
es and focusing on ending punctuations 
(“.” or “?”). In math, they are doing three 
dimensional shapes, graphs, patterns, 
print numbers and words for 11-20 and are 
counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. Also, they 
will be studying the life of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in Social Studies. Science is help-
ing them to advance our knowledge of the 
senses. 

First grade has finished short vowels and 
are beginning long vowel sounds. They 
are continually improving on their reading 
skills. In Math, they have been tested in 
basic addition facts and are now adding 
subtraction to the mix. They are also timed 
on their Math facts and doing great. This 
year we have incorporated Simple Solu-
tions into our curriculum. This helps our 
students practice their math skills daily and 
they are getting stronger every day. Social 
Studies will give them a look at the life of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. With the election 
being such a special event, the students 
will be learning about the inauguration pro-
cess. Health will help them to understand 
what germs are and how they spread 
quickly. Religion will inform and remind us 
with the great Miracles of Jesus along  
with reinforcing the importance of being  
 

respectful to others and to be caring to all 
people around us. 

All of our students are looking forward to 
celebrating Catholic Schools Week at the 
end of the month. We have many exciting 
activities planned including Spirituality Day, 
Heritage Day, and Student Day. The week 
will end with a Family Fun Night for all to 
enjoy. Also, our campus is looking forward 
to sharing some After-Christmas festivities 
with our seniors by sharing some winter 
songs.

Along with the main campus, we are 
continuing the “Character Counts” pro-
gram. In September, we focused on the 
word respect.  Our students recognized 
for September were Patrick Firrell (K-1), 
Brooke Barther (K-2), Jaret Priemer (1-4), 
and Mahlaina Leichliter (1-5). The students 
who were selected for October (citizen-
ship) were Kevin Monnolly (K-1), Emily 
Matas (K-2), Kate Luciano (1-4), and Nate 
Mitchell (1-5). Our November students 
(thanksgiving) were Colette Skruck (K-1), 
Jack Malnar (K-2), Karios McCune(1-4), 
and Maggie Leneghan (1-5). In Decem-
ber we worked on caring and January is 
patience.

A special “thank you” to the Ramlow Fam-
ily, The Ressler Family, The Policarpo 
Family, The Hoprich Family, The Appen-
zeller Family, The Niezgoda Family, The 
El-Hayek Family, The Malnar Family, and 
The Bender Family for donations made to 
the St. Basil Campus. Your generosity is 
very much appreciated. (If I have missed 
someone, please accept my apologies as 
it is not being done intentionally.)

Looking for a Preschool, Young 5’s, or 
Kindergarten Program? Please mark your 
calendar for our Preschool/Kindergarten 
Information Night on Wednesday, January 
21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. 

I would like to thank all of the St. Basil pa-
rishioners for using the recycling bins that 
have been placed in the parking lot. Any fi-
nancial reimbursements received from this 
program are being used to help the new Jr. 
Kindergarten program. All of your help and 
support is very much appreciated!

Adopt A Family

T’was the night before Christmas and 
all through the schools, the kids were 
asking what would be cool. Then all did 
agree that giving a gift to other children 
is what they would love to do...
 
Okay, it actually started the week after 
Halloween but that’s when the children 
of St. Michael’s and St. Basil’s Schools 
began their annual Adopt-a-Family 
Program. The letters went home and 
each child could choose to buy a gift(s) 
or give a donation to one of the children 
from the Metro Catholic Schools. Metro 
Catholic Schools are the inner city Paro-
chial schools campus of St. Boniface, St. 
Stephen’s and St. Michael’s (in Cleve-
land) where over 90% of the families are 
either at or below the national poverty 
level. 
 
We all know that times are tight 
for most people and organizations 
are cutting back. Yet the families of 
St. Michael’s School chose to em-
brace the real meaning of Christmas 
and adopt even more families this holi-
day season. Adopting 20 families with 70 
children would be a real challenge this 
year. It was a great joy but no surprise to 
see the generosity of St Michael’s. We 
were able to give many clothing items 
and toys to all the children and a $50 
gift card to each family so they could 
have presents under the tree and a real 
Christmas feast.  
 
The school partnered for the first time 
with Farmers Insurance as a business 
co-sponsor.  Farmers’ employees helped 
with the donations and hosted a holiday 
wrapping party in their conference room 
on Rockside Road for the students and 
parents who volunteered.

Many of these children would not have 
received any gift other than the ones 
provided by our children. The St. Boni-
face staff appreciated “that our families 
are always so generous and kind-heart-
ed that it brings a smile to the needy 
families and also to the staff and teach-
ers as well.”  There aren’t enough words 
to say thank you to everyone for all of 

the donations, gifts, time, overall hard 
work and well wishes for these families 
and especially their children who had a 
very Merry Christmas. God Bless you 
all from the volunteers of the Adopt-a-
Family team.    

Student Council News

Student Council has been very busy the 
first half of the school year. It started the 
year with a booth at the St. Michael’s 
Day Festival for its project, “Jeans for 
January.”  Council members collected 
new and gently used jeans for the 
West Side Catholic Center and the City 
Mission. The project will continue from 
January 7-21.

A Blue and Gold Dress Down Day was 
held in November to celebrate the 
seventh and eighth grade football team 
winning the CYO City Championship. 
Monies collected were donated to two 
alumni families in need of financial assis-
tance due to recent family misfortunes.

Also in November, the council honored 
area veterans with a special Mass and 
Social. More than 50 veterans attended 
this third annual event including many 
students’ relatives. The Junior and 
Senior officers welcomed the veterans 
at the church doors and Senior Council 
officers served coffee and pastries at the 
social.

Student Council members spent part of 
December making mitten door hangings 
for an area nursing home along with col-
lecting gloves, hats, scarves and socks 
for the Giving Trees on the first and 
second floors. In conjunction with the 
Girl Scout Troup 1313 service project, 
hot chocolate was sold during lunch to 
benefit the soup kitchen at Holy Spirit 
Church.  

The second graders enjoyed a story 
read to them by the eighth graders dur-
ing the week before Christmas. Student 
Council provided hot chocolate and 
cookies for the story time.

By Mrs. Margaret Campisi,
Assistant Principal
Director of Preschool



Cub Scouts Keep Busy  
Calendar

St. Michael’s Cub Scout Pack 378 has 
been busy with fun family activities as 
well as working towards earning the 
next rank. The Raingutter Regatta was 
held in October that featured Scouts and 
siblings racing small wooden sailboats 
in a gutter by blowing through a straw to 
create the wind to propel the boats. The 
winner of the scout race was Kyle Hahn. 
Ben Artrip and Joey Futey finished sec-
ond and third. The sibling race was won 
by Derek Hahn, with second and third 
places going to Samantha Sitarz and 
Jackson Gilbride, respectively.

In November, some of the scouts visited 
Ohio CAT and were able to climb on and 
operate some of the large equipment. 
Other field trips included going to Lowe’s 
Hardware Store to learn about tools and 
the Botanical Gardens to make terrari-
ums. Although the weather was fright-
ful due to the rain, some hardy scouts 
marched in the Brecksville Christmas 
Parade. December was a month for 
serving others at Breakfast in Bethlehem 
and caroling with the Girl Scouts at the 
Jennings Center for Older Adults.

The scouts are now busy designing and 
painting their Pinewood Derby cars that 
they will race on January 23. They are 
also finishing the achievements that are 
required in order to receive their badges 
at the Blue & Gold dinner on February 
28.

Edible Art 

The aroma of freshly baked 
cakes and homemade frost-
ing could be smelled from the 
Art Room after school on Wednesdays 
the past few months, thanks to Art 
Teacher Mrs. Kelly Hanlon’s new Edible 
Art course.  Fifth through eighth grad-
ers were invited to learn cake decorat-
ing in this new course at St. Michael 
School. The students’ final project was 
to decorate a holiday cake. Students 
also decorated a doll cake and enjoyed 
learning so many tips on how to write on 
cakes, make borders, flowers, and other 
decorations. Another course will be of-
fered in the spring.

Keyboarding

St. Michael School’s new music teacher, 
Mrs. DeMarco, started a new Key-
boarding Club for St. Michael School 
students in grades two through eight. 
The students met for six weeks this past 
November and December and learned 
the basics of reading notes and play-
ing songs on a keyboard. More than 20 
students signed up for the class show-
ing the great interest of our students to 
advance in their musical talents!

Bowlers Win Championship 
Without a Pin to Spare

The fifth and sixth grade Bowling League 
completed its six-week session on De-
cember 8. The race for Team Champion 
was the closest in the eight year history 
of the League. Going into the final week, 
three teams were all within two points 
of the top team average. When all was 
said and done, the sixth grade team of 
Julia Bejjani, Craig Wischmeyer, Daniel 
Spitznagel and Derek Hahn beat out the 
second place team, consisting of sixth 
graders Charlie March, Kyle Canda, 
Ricky Casentini and Nick Jackson by a 
final average of 89.98 to 89.54. Daniel 
Spitznagel was especially instrumental 
in his team’s overall victory, bowling 
games of 133 and 139 on the last day. 

 
Individual High Average for the League 
went to sixth graders Craig Wischmeyer 
(123.6), Brian Calvey (105.1), and Nick 
DiGeronimo (99.2). 
 
The seventh and eighth graders are 
presently signing up for their third quar-
ter league that begins on February 2.

Power of the Pen 
Preparations Begin

The Power of the Pen team has begun 
its 2008-09 season, the 21st year for St. 
Michael School’s participation in the pro-
gram. District competition will be held at 
Olmsted Falls Middle School on January 
31. This year’s team consists of:

Seventh Grade Members:
 Julie Koenig
 Anjali Mansinghani
 Ryan Murphy
 Emily Payne
 Rachel Webb
 Blake Yoho
 Maria Schafle, Alternate

Eighth Grade Members:
 Emily Baznik
 Kristen Canda
 Elissa Kuharich
 Katie McCabe
 Alexa Narduzzi
 Ian Wentzloff
 Emma Raulinaitis, Alternate

Best of luck to the team in its upcoming 
competitions!

St. Michael School Begins a 
Kiwanis Builders Club

St. Michael School is very excited to 
announce the formation of the Kiwanis 
Builders Club at our school. Two years 
ago, we partnered with the Indepen-
dence Kiwanis Club to form a KKids 
Club for students in grades one through 
four.  

Under the leadership of teacher advi-
sor, Mrs. Linda Kehl, and parent advisor, 
Mrs. Charlene Paparizos, 10 students in 
fifth through eighth grades have joined 
the new club. 

Builders Club is the largest service orga-
nization for middle school students with 
more than 40,000 members worldwide. 
Independence Middle School has had a 
Builders Club for 10 years. Builders Club 
is a “student-led” community service or-
ganization, which operates under school 
regulations and draws its members from 
the student body.    

Throughout the year, the SMS Builders 
Club will be doing community service 
projects. At least once a year, the club 

will partner with 
the Indepen-
dence Middle 
School Builders 
Club for a joint 
meeting with a 
guest speaker 
as well as work 
together on a 
service project. This past December, the 
two clubs held a Toys for Tots collection. 
The two clubs came together for their 
first joint meeting to present the toys to a 
local Marine stationed in Brookpark. The 
marine spoke to the students about the 
importance of community service and 
how appreciative he was of all the toys 
they had collected for their campaign. 
Afterwards, the group enjoyed some 

holiday cookies and getting to know 
each other.

Student members will come up with their 
own ideas for service projects, fund-
raising, and gain experience in leading 
the meetings and forming committees. 
Students in grades five through eight are 
welcome to join anytime throughout the 
year.

St. Michael Students Paint Mural at The Learning Center

Mrs. Kelly Hanlon, St. Michael’s Art 
Teacher, along with several students 
completed a mural service project at 
The Learning Circle located at Jen-
nings Center for Older Adults in Garfield 
Heights this past October. Students 
Elissa Kuharich, Nicole Weigand, and 
Matt Boldt participated in painting the 
mural. It is located in the daycare’s hall-
way. The daycare logo was projected 

onto the wall, traced with charcoal, and 
filled in with paint. The Learning Circle 
Director Rachiel Agay was thrilled and 
greatly appreciated the work done by 
the students. The children at the day-
care wrote a thank you letter thanking 
them for the beautiful painting. 

2nd Grade Brownie Girl Scouts

St. Michael’s 2nd grade Brownie troop 
has had a great first half of the year!  
The girls enjoyed a trip to the Pumpkin 
Patch and to the Lake Erie Nature and 
Science Center, prepared food for their 
own Christmas party, but also found time 
to work on a badge to honor women.  As 
part of that badge, the girls organized 
a collection for Providence House, a 
crisis nursery in Cleveland.  On Decem-
ber 3, the girls delivered more than 70 
grocery bags filled with food and toys to 
the children and received a tour of the 
facilities.  The girls would like to thank all 
those who donated items for the service 
project.

The Brownies with Providence House’s Development Coordinator 



St. Michael CYO Volleyball 
Teams Dominate the Nets

For the sixth year in a row, a St. Mi-
chael’s JV or Varsity volleyball team has 
won a CYO Diocesan Championship. 
This year, it was Brian Collins’ and Lori-
anne Veres’ seventh grade team. They 
went undefeated in the season, won the 
St. Christopher tournament and worked 
their way through the playoffs to beat St. 
Albert’s in the final championship game 
on November 2.  Congratulations to 
Meredith Collins, Frankie Craider, Erica 
Denallo, Emma Montague, Emily Payne, 
Rozlyn Penney, Alexandra Piecarczyk, 
Jenna Veres and Jessica Worrell.  

Congratulations also goes to Paul Mol-
nar’s eighth grade team – they were also 
undefeated in their gym, won both the 
St. Christopher and St. Albert tourna-
ments, and made it to the final eight in 
the Varsity playoffs for Division II. Good 
luck and best wishes to all our 8th grade 
volleyball players: Emily Baznik, Kristen 
Canda, Morgan Furlan, Lauren Guido, 
Alexa Jantonio, Elissa Kuharich, Alexa 
Narduzzi, Emma Raulinaitis, Logan 
Screptock, Alyssa Synek, Caitlyn Synek 
and Lauren Synek.

We are also proud to announce that 
two volleyball teams were selected to 
receive the 2008 CYO Sportsmanship 
Award: Renee Merker’s 4th grade team 
and Nora Lentz/Eileen Ward’s sixth 
grade team.

St. Michael’s had seven volleyball teams 
in grades 4–8.  Thanks to all of the 
players, coaches and parents for your 
commitment and support! Watch for an 
announcement in the Family Folders on 
spring volleyball open gyms!

St. Michael Athletic  
Association Hosts Second  
Annual CYO Basketball  
Tournament

Basketball is alive and well at St. Mi-
chael’s as was proven with the tremen-
dous turnout for the school’s Second 
Annual Holiday Tournament held over 
Christmas break. Bishop Rappe Hall, 
aka Salvatore Family Gym, was the 
site for 28 CYO basketball teams from 
across the Diocese in Boys’ Cadet 
(6th), Developmental (5th) and Elemen-
tal (4th) divisions. This was more than 
double the teams that participated in 
last year’s tournament. Athletes, families 
and friends were thrilled with the event, 
especially with the recent addition of the 
newly-installed lighting system. Thank 
you to all the volunteers involved with 
the two-week event.

St. Michael CYO Basketball 
Update

In other CYO news, we are proud of our 
15 basketball teams representing St. 
Michael School. With a combined total 
of 108 children from St. Michael School 
and the PSR program, we are happy to 
support one High School team, four girls’ 
teams and ten boys’ teams.  We are 
just getting into our season which will 
continue through February. Thank you 
to the following coaches for volunteering 
their time and energy at all the practices 
and games:

CYO Boys Basketball Coaches: Grade 
8, Tom Avsec; Grade 7, Jeff Haire, Gary 
Mann, Tom Avsec, Tim Szczepinski; 
Grade 6, Bill Hahn, Tim Skoczen, Jim 
Senick; Grade 5, Chris Anderle, Chris 
Rose, Jim Gilbride, Nick Bellino; Grade 
4, Bill Hahn, Tom Szendrey, Dan Sa-
tariano, Scott Shuki. 

CYO Girls Basketball Coaches: Grade 
8, Rob Synek, Tom Narduzzi; Grade 7, 
Ken Worrell; Grade 6, Joe Ward, Mike 
Mooney; Grade 5, Mark Massey.   

Good Luck Blue Angels!  Be sure to 
check the ClevelandCYO.org website for 
schedules.  We’d love to see support of 
our teams all over the city this season! 
Schedules and maps to games can also 
be found at the CYO Athletics website; 
http://www.sportsstandings.com 

The St. Michael Junior High Drama Club 
is celebrating an important anniversary. 
Ten years ago, a group of very dedicated 
parents approached former principal, 
Sr. Carol, about the idea of starting a 
drama club. Meetings were held, and Miss 
Lasecki, Mrs. Perhavec, and Mrs. Bertoni 
were recruited as the moderators. Miss 
Lasecki also did choreography and Amanda 
Boczek and Bonnie LoConti were hired 
as the directors. Through their dedication, 
the first show, Hoolahoops and Halos, 
was performed on February 24-25, 2000. 
Since that time, the club has successfully 
produced one musical per year: Kokonut 
Kapers, Kilroy Was Here, Groovy, Wran-
gler Ranch, Lady Pirates of Captain Bree, 
You Ain’t Nothin’ But a Werewolf, High 
School Musical, and Willie Wonka, Jr.  We 
are proud to have fostered a love of the 
theatre in so many junior high students. Our 
graduates have gone on to be part of their 
high school and college programs, either in 
acting or working back stage on lighting and 
sound. These same graduates have contin-
ued to come back to aid the program at St. 
Michael that they helped to start. 

Auditions for this year’s production of The 
Nifty Fifties were held on December 17 
with 64 sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 
participating. The students are very excited 
to either wear saddle shoes, poodle skirts, 
or slick back their hair, and they can’t wait to 
see what a soda shop was really like. Bring 
your families and reminisce about what it 
was like in a time when things were much 
simpler. 

Please join the Drama Club on February 
19- 20 as we proudly celebrate our 10th An-
niversary with the production of:

Information Night & Open 
House Scheduled

INFORMATION NIGHT: St. Michael 
School will hold Preschool and Kinder-
garten Information Night on Wednes-
day, January 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the St. 
Basil Parish Education Center, 8700 
Brecksville Road. This opportunity is 
for parents interested in Catholic el-
ementary education for their children. 
It will include a history of the school, 
the preschool, junior kindergarten, and 
kindergarten philosophy, an overview 
of the curriculum and information on 
screening procedures.

OPEN HOUSE: An Open House will 
be held on Sunday, January 25 from 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at St. Michael School, 
located at 6906 Chestnut Road in In-
dependence. Families are also invited 
to the St. Basil Education Center from 
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. to view the pre-
school, junior kindergarten, kindergar-
ten, and first grade campus.

PERSONAL TOUR DATES: Families 
interested in receiving a personal tour 
of the St. Michael School campus dur-
ing school hours can call Miss Michelle 
Nowakowski at 216/524-6405. St. 
Basil campus tours can be arranged 
by calling Mrs. Margaret Campisi at 
440/717-0398.

REGISTRATION: Re-registration 
for current students and registration 
of new siblings will be the week of 
January 26 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 
main campus. Registration for new 
students, kindergarten through eighth 
grade will be the week of February 2 at 
the main campus. Preschool registra-
tion is at the St. Basil campus.

Catholic Schools Week

Celebration of Catholic Schools Week 
throughout the world is being celebrated 
locally at St. Michael School through not 
only week-long community service proj-
ects but some fun teacher, student, and 
family-based activities as well. 
 
Here is a highlight of activities that are 
planned: 
 
Monday: Student Day
Main Campus: Activities will include 
Mystery Student, Twins Day, Student 
of the Hour, and the opportunity to eat 
lunch on beach towels. 
St. Basil Campus: Dress down day, Stu-
dent of the Hour, and watching a movie 
on beach towels. 
 
Tuesday: Spirituality Day
Main Campus: Mini-retreats in all grade 
levels, Padua High School’s Liturgical 
Group performs and an all-school prayer 
service in the afternoon. 
St. Basil Campus: Students will be mak-
ing valentine’s for the USO. 
 
Wednesday: Staff Day
A luncheon is being planned by the PTU 
for the staff as well as a Teacher/Staff of 
the Hour. 
 

Thursday: Cleveland Cavs Day   
“Children Are Very Special” 
Everyone will dress in Cavs colors.  
Cavs “Moondog” mascot will be visiting 
the building for an all-school assembly, 
Buddy Bingo and special treats for the 
students from the PTU. 
 
Friday: Rest, Relax, Read Day
All school mass, reading time, and at the 
main campus – Academic Challenge.  In 
the evening, PTU is planning a Family 
Fun Night in Rappe Hall from 6-9 pm.

(CYO Football - continued from cover)

The team played its charity game at St. 
Ignatius High School and raised over 
$2400 for the Westside Hunger Center. 
At one of the team’s practices, The Plain 
Dealer sports writer and faith columnist 
Terry Pluto came and spoke to the boys 
about faith in life and football.

The team is close both on and off the 
field. This season, as in past years, the 
team prayed before and after every 
practice and game. Team rosaries and 
attending mass on the first Saturday 
of the month bonded the players and 
parents. The boys were winners on the 
field because they played and prayed 
together off the field.

According to Coach Ron Kornowski, “I 
cannot single out any one player or play-
ers.  It was a complete and total team 
from last year’s practice on August 6.  
The secret to our success was to build 
a team from many different areas and 
schools.  These boys were a great team 
on the field because they were a great 
team off the field.”

For the past five seasons, the 
team’s template has been faith 
first, then family, academics and 
then football. 

This season, 75 people (25 boys and 50 
parents) lived these principles through 
all of their endeavors, both on and off 
the field.

Seven of the boys from this year’s team 
played every year from 4th through 8th 
grades. They are Carey Artrip, Josh 
Avsec, Brian Hartnett, Brian Kornowski, 
Jeffrey Lazar, Alex Sixta and J.P. Sorma. 

Thank you to the parish, school, parents 
and students who supported our team 
this season.

St. Michael School

Mission Statement

A chieve in Life

B elieve in Christ

C are for Others

St. Michael School 
Production of 

Book by Tim Kelly 
 

Music and lyrics by Bill Francoer 

Thursday Feb. 19, 2009  7:00 PM 
Friday Feb. 20, 2009  7:00 PM 
Independence Middle School 

Tickets: $5.00 
For ticket information: 

 call 440-526-7154 
Tickets also available at the door 



Make Plans Now for Annual 
Angel Auction

The 2009 Angel Auction, Night of a 
Thousand Chances, will take place on 
March 14, 2009 at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Independence. This gala evening rep-
resents the largest fundraiser supporting 
St. Michael’s School.  

We hope you will 
join us at our new 
venue for dinner and 
entertainment by DJ 
Jim Borton from North 
Shore Audio & Enter-
tainment Services. Don’t 
miss your chance to have the winning 
bid for exciting Live Auction items or fun 
Silent Auction packages. Take a chance 
on a Grab & Go package or buy a Lucky 
Basket for a chance to win $250. Try 
your hand at Black Jack or the Money 
Wheel! Raffle tickets for a chance to win 
the $5,000 grand prize will be available 
soon for $10 each or 3 for $25.  

Tickets for the Angel Auction are $85 
each and include dinner and open bar. 
Tables for ten are available so gather 
your friends and make your reservation. 
Invitations with a response card will be 
out soon or go to www.angelauction.org 
to make your reservations online with 
a credit card.  Contact Rita McCabe at 
440/526-7613 with any questions about 
reservations. Seating is limited - don’t 
miss your chance for a fun evening while 
supporting St. Michael School!

Apples for 
Students 
Program 
Update

Thank you to those families who are 
enrolled in the Apples for Students 
Program from Giant Eagle. The school 
has been awarded an additional 250 
points. Please continue your support. In 
the past, we have purchased a digital 
video camera and a digital camera. 

St. Michael Athletic  
Association Sponsors New 
Lighting in Rappe Hall

The St. Michael Athletic Association is 
proud to sponsor the new lighting project 
in Rappe Hall that took place over the 
Thanksgiving break. The lighting will 
immediately provide an estimated 40-
50% energy savings while creating more 
control for assembly functions. The use 
of linear fluorescent fixture retrofit is 
becoming increasingly popular today as 
a means of cost cutting while taking ad-
vantage of the obvious benefits of better 
light quality and control. 

SMAA would like to thank the following 
companies and members who, without 
their generous help and donation, this 
project would not have been possible: 

St. Michael Parish - Father Pete, Par-
ish Office Staff, Miss Nowakowski, Ed 
Riegelmayer for their coordination and 
patience. 

St. Michael Athletic Association Board of 
Directors -  Tom Avsec, President; Dave 
Stefanski, Vice-President; Mark Moreal, 
Vice-President; Dina Gallaway, Sec-
retary; Chris Rose, Treasurer for their 
support of this lighting project:

TCP, Inc. - Ed Frantz for Lighting Fix-
tures 

Smart Lighting Solutions, Inc. - Bill Hahn 
for Equipment and Labor 

Precision Environmental - Tony DiGer-
onimo for Equipment 

A Look Ahead... 
January
16 Geography Bee Assembly
22-23 Preschool Conferences
19 NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
21 Pre-K, Jr. Kdg. and Kdg. Information 

Night, St. Basil Campus, 6:30pm
22 Report Card Day
23 Jr. Kdg and Kdg. Conferences 
25 Catholic Schools Week / School Open 

House: St. Michael Campus, 11am-
1pm; St. Basil Campus, 12:30- 1:30pm

26 Re-Registration Week for  Students & 
Siblings

30 PTO Family Fun Night, 6pm
31 Power of the Pen District  

Competition

February
2 Groundhog Day
2-6 New Students K-8 Registration Week
4 Spelling Bee Assembly
5 Gr. 7 Science Fair
11 Market Day
14 Valentine’s Day
16 NO SCHOOL – President’s Day
19-20 Drama Club Play, “Nifty Fifties”;   

Independence Middle School
21 St. Michael Parish Mardi Gras
25 Ash Wednesday; Early Dismissal, 

1:30pm; Grade 1-8 Conferences  
(optional); Easter Candy Sale Begins

26 Mid-term Reports
26-27 Kindergarten Screening

March
2-20 Gr. 1-7; CATS & IOWA Testing
7 Athletic Assoc. “Nite at the Races”
8 Daylight Savings Time Begins
11 Market Day
14 Angel Auction, Doubletree Hotel
17 St. Patrick’s Day
20 NO SCHOOL (Calamity Day); 

Spring Begins
25 End of Third Quarter
31 Spring Pictures; Pre-3, Jr. Kdg. & K-8

April
1 Spring Pictures; Pre-4; April Fool’s Day

Early Dismissal  1:30pm
2 Report Card Day
5 Palm Sunday
8 Market Day 
10 NO SCHOOL - Good Friday

Easter Break Begins
12 Easter Sunday
20  School Resumes
24  Grade 8 Confirmation; Mass & Social 

for Parent Volunteers -  St. Michael 
Campus

30 Spring Choral Concert; Gr. 1-3-5-7

May
1 Mass & Social for Parent Volunteers 

-  St. Basil Campus 
2 First Communion, Gr. 2
4 Jesus Day, Gr. 2;
 Uniform Shorts Begin
6 Early Dismissal, 1:30pm
7 Muffins for Mom; Midterm Reports
10 Mother’s Day
12 May Crowning; Gr. 2-8, 10:00am
13 Market Day 
15 Spring Band Concert
22 NO SCHOOL (Calamity Day)
25 NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day
28 Donuts for Dad; Last Day for Pre-3
29 Last Day for Pre-4 and Jr. Kdg.;
 Last Day for Hot Lunch

Miss Michelle 
Nowakowski, Principal

Currently, the school has an ACTIVboard in every 
grade level and more than 40 new computer 
laptops have been purchased. The St. Basil 
Campus has been equipped with cable and 
internet services.  ACTIVboards are 67-inch, 
wide white screens that resemble a dry erase 
board.  They operate in conjunction with a laptop 
computer and an LCD projector allowing class-
room lessons to be more engaging and effective. 
New PA systems have also been installed in the 
gymnasium and cafeteria.

Future technology goals will be to establish a 
student-run television studio, WSMS, and wiring 
all of the classroom televisions so that they can 
all broadcast the same program at the same 
time. Connecting the two campuses with broad-
cast capabilities is also on the school’s wish list.

Looking around the school building, you will 
notice freshly painted hallways and classrooms in 
bright colors, new carpeting, new student desks, 
new drinking fountains, and improvements to 
the restrooms. Air conditioning has been added 
to the computer lab and library as well. Building 
safety has also been a top priority for the prin-
cipal. The school works closely with local police 
and fire departments and has installed new 
security cameras and made many other security-
related enhancements.

The school’s curriculum also has been en-
hanced. One example is that the school now 
has a Spanish program that includes grades two 
through eight. This year, the school has imple-
mented daily Simple Solutions homework that 
keeps students’ skills sharp in both Math and 
Language Arts.

This is the first year for the school’s new Junior 
Kindergarten program for those five year olds 
that are not yet ready for full day kindergarten. 
The program is under the direction of Mrs. Mar-
garet Campisi who became Assistant Principal 
and Director of Early Education in 2006.  Both 
Mrs. Campisi and Miss Nowakowski work side 
by side in leading the school. “Miss Nowakowski 
is an awesome leader who has become a great 

mentor for me,” said Mrs. Campisi.  “She is very 
open to new ideas and is always looking for ways 
to better our school.”

Community service projects are abundant at 
St. Michael School. The school has recently 
partnered with the Independence Kiwanis Club 
to form a K-Kids (grades 1-4) and Builders 
Club (grades 5-8).  A Student Council has been 
formed and between all of these leadership 
and community-service based clubs, thousands 
of people in Northeast Ohio and beyond have 
been touched by the school’s volunteerism and 
fundraising efforts. In conjunction with two of our 
school parents, Miss Nowakowski encouraged 
the “Once Upon a Time” reading program with St. 
Boniface School in Cleveland. 

St. Michael School also realizes the importance 
of having a good working relationship with our 
public school districts and has enjoyed partner-
ing with the public schools on Character Counts 
events, author visits, and other presentations.

The annual Geography Bee and Spelling Bee are 
back at St. Michael School and the principal is 
always a familiar face in the classrooms when it 
is time for the fourth graders to take their weekly 
math time tests. Miss Nowakowski makes sure 
her pencil is sharpened and sits right along 
side the students to take those tests.  She also 
inspires the second and third grade students with 
a “word of the day” and finds treats and surprises 
as rewards for those students that know how to 
spell the words correctly. There is no question 
that she has high expectations for students to 
perform at their very best and teachers and staff 
to set high goals for themselves in their profes-
sional development.

St. Michael School is moving forward with a 
constant eye on increasing enrollment and 
overall spirituality. “My hope is that we all will be 
united in all of our efforts in the education of our 
children,” said Miss Nowakowski. “When parents 
and teachers work together toward the same 
goals, those goals are more apt to be realized in 
the lives and future of our youth.”



St. Michael Alumni 
News Needed 

Please send news for the St. Michael 
School Alumni bulletin board located 
across from the main office at the main 
campus. News highlighting spiritual 
development and participation of our 
graduates in furthering Christ’s light 
to others (volunteer and vocations, 
church leadership, etc.) is especially 
needed. Photos and news clippings 
are appreciated to expand your sto-
ries. You may send contact information 
to Linda Baznik, otlinda2002@yahoo.
com or 216-642-9499. 

PTU News

PTU continued its busy year with the 
help of many volunteers. The organiza-
tion held a very successful Pumpkin 
Fest on October 24 for all of the school 
families (chaired by Karen Priemer, 
Carol Pannent, and Sherry Mazzola); 
a second Scholastic Book Fair during 
parent/teacher conferences (chaired 
by Sherri Mazzola and Michele Kucz-
marski); a Silver Bells Holiday Catalog 
sale (chaired by Sue DiGeronimo); a 
“Fall into the Holidays” Craft Fair on 
November 15 (chaired by Sherry Maz-
zola); a PTU General Meeting with guest 
speaker Loren McKeon on November 
19; a Santa Shop at both campuses in 
December (chaired by Barb Grencewicz 
and Julie Sternad); and Breakfast in 
Bethlehem on December 7  (organized 
by our Kindergarten, third grade, and 
fifth grade parents). Thanks also to 
the sixth grade parents for providing 
snacks for the eighth Grade Confirma-
tion Retreat, and our third grade parents 
for hosting the second Graders’ First 
Reconciliation Reception.  PTU also 
provided faculty and staff with Christmas 
gifts and all school families with Christ-
mas greetings. 

Upcoming events in-
clude: Catholic Schools 
Week from January 25 
- 30 including a Faculty 
Luncheon, Student Ice 
Cream Social, and a 
Winter Carnival for all 
families on Friday, Janu-
ary 30. PTU will also 
be sponsoring a Tuition 
Raffle, Eighth Grade 
Scholarships, Muffins 
with Mom, and Donuts 
for Dad later this spring.

It is not too late to join  
PTU and be eligible for our monthly 
Market Day and Spiritwear gift certificate 
drawing. In addition, the homerooms of 
winning families earn a dress down day. 
So far, the Bender, Meier, and Sabolsky 
families have won the PTU Membership 
drawings. PTU dues are $10 and can be 
sent in an envelope to the Main Office 
marked “PTU Dues.” 

Spiritwear is available for purchase on-
line at www.spiritwearmall.com.  Click on 
the link for St. Michael’s – Ohio.  In ad-
dition to the items listed at this website, 
PTU is also selling SMS umbrellas and 
chairs. Please contact Barb Grencewicz 
at (216) 447-7985 for more information.

News from Nurses

Flu season is arriving. The best protec-
tion against the flu is FREQUENT hand 
washing, especially before eating and af-
ter coughing/sneezing. Cough or sneeze 
into the elbow for better protection. Dur-
ing a bout with the flu, increased fluids 
are important as well as a lot of rest.

If your child has a cough, the use of 
cough drops at school is strongly DIS-
COURAGED due to the possibility of 
choking. We recommend you keep your 
child home if the cough is severe. It is 
beneficial to send your child to school 
with a water bottle. If it is ABSOLUTELY 
necessary for your child to use cough 

drops, please send the cough drops and 
a signed and dated note from the parent. 
Cough drops must be administered in 
the Clinic.

Just a reminder: if your child has a fever, 
he/she should stay home until fever-free 
for 24 hours. If there is vomiting, do not 
send the child to school until food/fluids 
are tolerated.

If a throat culture is indicated for possi-
ble strep, please keep the child at home 
until results are known. Please notify the 
school if the culture is positive for strep 
throat. Medication in that case must be 
taken for at least 24 hours before return-
ing to school. 

Vision and hearing screening for the 
entire school is almost completed. If 
any additional screening by a doctor is 
needed, you will be notified. If you do not 
hear from one of the nurses, your child’s 
vision and hearing results were normal.

Scoliosis (spine) screening will be con-
ducted on grades 5, 6, and 7 in January/
February. 

Please remember to send a note from 
the doctor and/or parent if your child in-
curs an injury that requires a cast, splint, 
wrap, crutches or anything that hampers 
mobility.

Thank you for your cooperation. We 
hope that 2009 is a healthy year for your 
families.
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St. Michael’s Football Team 
Crowned CYO City Champions

The St. Michael’s Blue Angels Varsity football team brought home 
the Division II City Championship trophy on November 9, 2008 with 
a convincing 22-0 victory over St. Angela Merici of Fairview Park. 
The victory avenged their only loss (6-0) to the St. Angela Bruins on 
October 19.

The Blue Angels left no doubt which was the best team in Division II 
CYO football in the five county Diocese of Cleveland. Before the game, the team talked about using the great game of football 
to bring glory to God, bring joy to their families and bring great pride to our parishes. This team is a special one because it is 
made up of players from St. Michael, Assumption Academy, St. Basil and St. Columbkille. This is the same team that did not 
win a game last year – they were 0-7 and only scored two touchdowns all season.  (continued inside)

Among many of Miss Michelle Nowa-
kowski’s goals as principal of St. Michael 
School in the past four years is to grow 
the spirituality of the school and make 
sure that the mission of the school as 
a Catholic school is first and foremost. 
St. Michael School is a center of aca-
demic excellence, and has become an 
even more desirable place for families to 
send their children for the highest quality 
education.  

This past year, the school was awarded 
the prestigious U.S. Department of 
Education Blue Ribbon National School 
of Excellence award. This award distin-
guishes and honors schools for helping 
students achieve at very high levels. “It 
affirms our school’s mission statement 
that all of us…teachers, staff, parents, 
and especially our students…Achieve 
in Life, Believe in Christ, and Care for 
Others.”  Of the 131 private schools 
to submit applications, only 50 were 
selected in the year St. Michael School 
was chosen.  St. Michael School was the 
only private school in Northeast Ohio to 
receive the award last year. St. Michael 
School received full accreditation last 
year from the Ohio Catholic School Ac-
crediting Association.

St. Michael School, with campuses both 
in Independence and Brecksville, offers 
a well-rounded academic education for 
students Preschool through eighth grade 
grounded in basic Christian values. “Our 
students constantly fill us with wonder 
and delight and give fuel to the hard 
work we accomplish each day,” said 
Miss Nowakowski. “St. Michael School 
works to develop the whole child - a 
centered, well-rounded person who is 
self-confident, self-disciplined, open to 
growth, responsible, and an active and 
productive future citizen. We form a life-
long learner who is articulate, creative, 
technologically literate and capable of 
critical thinking and problem solving. Our 
graduates are academically and spiritu-
ally competent.”

Enhancing the school’s spirituality has 
been a goal of Miss Nowakowski’s since 
the day she began as principal. She has 
incorporated new daily prayers, prayer 
services, school liturgies, and participat-
ing in the community’s Character Counts 
program. With an open-door policy, she 
encourages anyone - students, staff, 
parents, parishioners, and residents - to 
share with her ideas to enhance the 
overall learning and spiritual environ-
ment at St. Michael School.

“The growth of this school can be at-
tributed to many things, including our 
strong spirituality and the high standard 
of academic excellence we have set for 
ourselves,” continued Miss Nowakowski. 
“Supporting these areas is the school’s 
skilled and dedicated faculty and staff 
and a strong foundation of families 
who support the school and each other 
throughout their children’s educational 
journeys.”

Service to others is another virtue that 
the school tries to instill in its students.   
The school is incorporating the commu-
nity-wide Character Counts program with 
its Catholic values by bringing spirituality 
into the classrooms using these “pillars 
of character.” The school has taken the 
program a step further by adding virtues 
and studying the many saints that lived 
their lives exemplifying these character 
traits.

St. Michael School has taken a giant 
leap forward in technology. Several 
technology enhancements have been 
made including going online with Edline. 
Edline enables teachers to post informa-
tion about their classrooms, homework, 
and field trips on a web page. Students’ 
grades are available so that parents can 
keep up on their child’s progress. 

St. Michael School...  A Center of Academic 
Excellence and Continued Spiritual Growth The highlight of Breakfast in Bethlehem was the Live Nativity display.  The 

Three Kings were:  Brian Hartnett, Carey Artrip and Josh Avsec.  Joseph was 
played by Jeff Lazar and Mary was Alexa Narduzzi.  The Angels were Emma 
Raulinaitis, Nicole Bogdanovic and Jennifer DiGeronimo.


